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Néw Three-Band Beacon
On the Air

NCDXF's local beacon, W6WX/B, is now trans-
mitting on three bands, one after the other. After
W6WX /B completesits one minute transmission
on 14.100 MHz, it automatically switches to
21.150 MHz for a repeat of the same one minute
message. Next it switches to 28.200 MHz. There
is a two second interval between transmissions.
So, alistener has two seconds to switch between
bands. Try listening on the three bands and send
reception reports to Al Lotze, W6RQ at the P.O.
Box on the back of the newsletter. Qurlong term
plan is to convert all the beacons to the three
band design over the next few years. This prom-
ises to be a fairly expensive undertaking.

Improved Design

The new three-band beacon is in final test stage
now. One important improvement will be new
‘| automatic controls in the timing system, so the
beacon start time will not drift. The RF detector
and the key click filter are also re-designed.
During this test period, W6WX/B may be off the
air for a few days now and then as changes are
made. The new design and construction is being
‘done by NCDXF Director Dave Leeson, W6QHS,
and NCDXF Adpvisor, Bob Fabry, NGEK.

JA2IGY Beacon Stolen

Jack Troster, W6ISQ

W6RQ had not received any SWL reports about
hearing JA2IGY Beacon Station JAZIGY on the
NCDXF 14.1 MHz Net since October 10. Of course
the beacon might have gone off the air after that
date and we had just not had later reports. But
‘apparently JA2IGY went off the air sometime in
mid-October for whatever reason.

From time to time, beacons have been reported
off the air for prolonged periods due to power
supply problems, moving, re-arranging, etc. So.

we didn’t think too much about it. We recall
WeWX had been off for months just a year or so
ago when someone broke into the shack where
W6WX was located and stole it. Besides we recall
from photographs that the JA2IGY location of this
beacon, and other JARL equipment was in a small
shack on a mountain top at about 8000 feet
elevation. So, perhaps the equipment was diffi-
cuit to get to and repair.

Finally, on 22 January, we FAXed JARL, making
inquiry. We received this reply dated 24 January
1991 from Mr. Jay S. Oka, JAL'TRC/KH2]J, Man-
ager, International Section:

“We quite understand ybur and other’s concern
that you have not, of late, heard JAZIGY Beacon.
What has actually happened is that the transmit-

terwas stolen and this will account for the suspen-

sion you mentioned in your letter. However,
please rest assured that this suspension is a tem-
porary one and sometime during the latter partof

February this year, we expect to replace the

stolen transmitter with a Kenwood TRC-70 which
is a crystal controlled single frequency transmit-
ter for commercial use.”

On the West Coast USA, we always listen for the
JA-Beacon following KH6O to give us a clue about

-what to expect from that general western and

southwestern Pacific area. A valuable input sta-
tion for us listeners here. Our western-most (and
eastern-most) beacon will once again scon be
working for us all. We will welcome JA2IGY back
to the net.

de W6ISQ
NCDXF Beacon Coordinator
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New Shows
by Josephine Clarke, WB6ZUC

We have three newslides shows: the first Rotuma
DXpedition of 1988 given to us by W6SZN, Kip
Edwards, the 4J1FS show given to us by K7JA,
Chip Margolis and ZS8MI given by Peter Sykora.
The Rotuma show illustrates how a complex trip
is planned plus Kip explains a good deal about
the history and appearance of theisland. The 2nd
MV Island group show is an interesting descrip-
tion of working with the Russians to plan and
accomplish this joint operation. And the Marion
Island show lets us see just how this remote

must be like. All three slide shows leave us im-
pressed with just what hams can accomplish to
make DXing of sustaining interest.

More videos came our way this last quarter too.
The KC Club parody of a DXpedition to Tongan-
oxie Island is filled with humorous moments.
This is the same club which gave us Pile Up
Busters which so many clubs have enjoyed. K6GEDY
and ZL1AMO provided a video of their trip to
Tuvalu in 1989. And W6NLG taped the Visalia
Convention of 1990 to give viewers a “feel” for
what it is like to attend this yearly premier DX
convention. Henry Owen, W4VWA saw to it that
the Rotuma slide show was put on tape for those
-} clubs who can only handle that medium and Dan
Whitsett, W4BRE, produced two more of the
Hungarian DXpedition shows: XW8 and X8 and
again he makes the trips very interesting for
those who cannot travel to Kampuchea or Laos.
A video of one of the yearly All-China Amateur
Radio Direction Finding Competition comes next

tition is for our Asian friends.

The ZS8MI slide show has been put on tape also
for a slightly shorter version than the slides and

WAG6BXY, Jerry Foster, provided us with a video
" | of Jim Smith’s visit to the San Francisco Bay area
shortly after the A51JS DXpedition. Amember of
the Northern Arizona club who traveled to Rus-
sia, Bill Schuchman, W7YS, provides us with a
video of the joint operation of ROZF by the
Northern Arizona and Perm Clubs made by UASFBY
onhis homebrewvideo cameraequipment! (Yes,
the Russians make not only their ham gear but
also their video equipment!) And, finally, from
the VUs we have received a video of the 1984

Laccadive and their 1987 Andaman DXpeditions
made into separate tapes. So we have quite a bit

of new material from various sources to help |

make your club meetings more interesting.

One last comment: several notes have come about
the different levels of quality of our materials. If
you realize the many sources of these programs
and that not alf of us are gifted photographers or
can even afford top notch equipment, you will
see the reason for the spread in quality. But, on
the other hand, I believe each program has
something of interest to offer. And they do con-
stitute a history of amateur radio, don’t they?

island looks and what a year’s assignment there .

on the list to show us how important this compe-

NCDXF Rock Collection

by John G. Troster, W6ISQ
First Siberian Rock Received

We received a nice rock specimen from Bill
Schuchman, W7YS, which he picked up on his
R9ZF DXpedition to Lake Telekskoye, Siberia.
The rock is about the size of a U.S. silver dollar
and almost as thin. It appears to be a greenish
serpentine rock of some sort. I will check with
friends at the U.S. Geological Survey for a better
name.

Bill, along with NN7A and NN7D, operated R9ZF
from 11-17 August 1989 with eight USSR ama-
teurs from Perm and Barnjal. A photograph on
the QSL shows beautiful Lake Telekskoye sur-
rounded by very steep mountains. The location
was in the Altai region of Southwestern Siberia
about 300km north of Mongolia.

We thank Bill and the DXpedition for sending
this rock sample for the Foundation’s rock
museum. It is our first rock from Siberia and
we’re really proud to have it. Recently we talked
with Martti Laine, OH2BH, when he was operat-




ing on Penguin Island. Martti
said he had a rock for us from
the island. Profuse thanks, Martti,
but be sure what you send is an
actual rock-type rock which is
part of the island....and not
possibly something the penguins
left to harden there on top of a
real rock! Whatever it is....many
thanks, Martti.

HELP US WIN DXCC-ROCK &
WAS-ROCK

In case some of you haven’t
heard about all this, we have
asked all DXpeditions to send
us a small rock from their DXspot
for our rock museum ifitis easy
to find and if it is not too much
trouble. You can join in the fun
from your home too because
we are trying for DXCC-ROCK!
So, if you live outside the USA,
send us a rock to help us win
our DXCC. And if you live in-
side USA, send us a rock from your state for our
WAS-ROCK.

The rock you send us should be small, about 2
inches by 2 inches by 1 inch (5 cmx 5 cmx 2 cm).
Ifyou are on Kingman Reef, a sand sample would
bejustfine. Ifyou are on aniceisiand, a pill bottle
ofice would benice (1). Pickup asample too from
the countries you go through enroute that DX
spot. The rock should be from the ground and
not a rock shop.

We are not too particular where the rock comes
from within the country because the country
location is more important in this collection for
DXCC-ROCK than the rock-type itself. This rock
is not for a geological collection. It is for DXCC-
ROCK and WAS-ROCK, a “fun” collection of rocks
from countries and states where NCDXF has
friends and/or DXpeditions.

Who will be the first to send us that rock from his
country or state? Might as well be you! Thanks.

73, “Rocky”, W6ISQ

Bruce, W60SP; Howard, WZ6Z; Lou, K6TMB and Ruéty,
W6EOAT in front of the Northern California DX Foundation
booth. Look for us at both Visalia and Dayton this year.

~ VKNS May Visit A5 and S2

Late word is that Jim Smith, VK9NS, may possibly’
be returning to Bhutan sometime in the May
1991 timeframe for 2 to 3 weeks. He is also
talking to officials in Bangladesh about possibili-
ties there. There is the further possibility that he
may also return to Heard Island, but he is not
promising anything yet.
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Big Contributors

The following amateurs, shortwave listeners
and organizations each contributed $100.00
or more during 1990. When you hear them
on the air you may wish to thank them for
their generous support of the Northern Cali-
fornia DX Foundation. We sincerely thank all
of you for your generous support. Notice
particularly the $1500.00 donation from the
Southern California DX Club (SCDXC). The
Southen California DX Club has formally
challenged the Northen California DX Club
to match or beat its donation. We are eagerly
standing by the post office box to see what
will happen!

$100 or more

SNOWRE, AA4SY, AF6S, CADXC, FGEEM,
HIDXA, 11-50156, JA1EM, JA3AFR, JA3PFZ,
JA7RH]J, JASIYI, JE2SPQ, JM3DDG, K4CID,
K4KUZ, KG6ILM, K60OZL, K6TMB, K6XT,
KA9QIK, KIGWF, LA7XB, N4BIG, NGFSF,
NGHVZ , N6ST, N7ER, N7NG, N8CEO, NB6L,
NE8Q, NK2D, SFDXA, SMOAGD, VE3MR,
VE3MR, VK5WO, WOCD, WOMLY, W1PCD,
WI1PCD, W4BAA, W4RIM, W5BOS, W5SZPA,
W6AQ, WGAXH, W6DU, WGEEN, WGEUF,
W6ISQ, W6KH WG60SP, W60TC, WGPVE,
W7FKF, W7NCO, WAGHXM, WBGAPX,

WB6UOM, WB6ZUC, WG6H, WGG6P, WZG6Z.

$500 or more

K4TKM
KOIR

$1000 or more
W60AT

$1500 or more special challenge
SCDXC $1500.00

The Northern California DX Foundation will
be at both the International DX Convention
in Visalia, California on April 12 to 14 and
at the Dayton Hamfest April 26 to 28. Look
for usl
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Dear Friends,

MEGA-THANEKS for your very pleasant surprise I
had when 1 found a reprint of my QSL-card,
DL9SC, on the back page of your winter 1990
NEWSLETTER.

Please find enclosed my 2nd QSL-card, also with
the NCDXF-logo - and a rather justified remark of
our spiritual precursor Confucius. I trust thatyou
will agree with his statement. (Hi).

Keep up the good work.
73, Carl, DL9SC

Thvein avery small bouse but mywindows look
out on a very large world.

Confucius 550 - 478 BC

I wonder how surprised Carl will be now!
Steve, N6ST, editor

VIRGINIA

JAMES CATY COUNTY

.‘_\

LAWRENCE E. BOELLHOFF ]
F.0. Box 333 . o
Toano, VA

23168 U.S.A,  TETRALU-
Orcon Citerem
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_— : New DX Book |

Long time NCDXF supporter, Martti Laine,
OH2BH, puthis year in the United Stated to good
use and wrote a book which is tentatively entitled
Where Do We Go Next?. Martti describes what
it is like on the other end of the pile-up and how
it feels to be the first one to put a new country on
the air. Richly illustrated, and running almost 300
pages, this is one you may wish to own yourself.

-All copies ordered in advance of the publication

date will be personally signed and dedicated by
the author. For information write to KTE Publica-
tions, 2301 Canchill Avenue, Long Beach, CA
90815 USA.

Easy Rider

Are you familiar with the Ten-Tec HERCULES I1
amplifier? I've had one for six months and it gives
me asolid, no-tune 500watts output cn all bands.
I power it from a deep-cycle, 12 volt RV battery
with a 10 amp charger. After about 600 QSOs in
the CQ WW Test, the battery was still at full
charge.

The HERCULES II weighs about 15 pounds and
the charger about 5 pounds. If a DXpedition
were going to a place where 12 volt batteries
were available ... well, it sure would save a lot of
weight and space on the flight.

73
Roger Corey, W1AX




Letters

Schwandorf, Germany
December 16, 1990

Dear NCDXF,

Bnclosed please find my $25 contribution for
NCDXEF (charge to my VISA card).

I'wantto point out, that I DIDNOT contribute any
money to NCDXF the last two or three years,
because of your close co-operation with this
“QSL selling organization” called European DX
Foundation. They did have real price lists for
QSLcards. When you justsent them an SASE, you
got your own QSL card back with a “rubber
stamp confirmation.” For one or two additional
IRC’s, you could get a black and white QSL, while
you had to pay much more to get a {ull color QSL
card. Well, you might say, confirmation is confis-
mation, but it’s SELLING QSL cards, anyway!!

But it seems, that radio amateurs all over the
world are thinking about this, and I see some
hope, that some ham spiritis coming back and we
make again good use of our well-working QSL
bureau system and don’t want to get paid totally
for DXpeditions.

One other reason is the number of DXpeditions
to very rare countries during this and also the
upcoming year. During April 1990 I could work
three new DXCC countries, which finally put me
into DXCC Honor Roll.

Regards to all of the NCDXF staff.

Merry Christmas to you and yours and may 1991
be a successful DX year again for all.

73, _
Gerhard “Gary” Jaeger, DF2RG

Riga, Latvia )

The Latvian club station, YLIWW, isvery activeon
all bands plus use callsign RQ9W (RQ7W in 1989)
in contests. QSL YL1WW, RQOW, EK2Q) (1 to 9
May 1990) and old UQ1GWW to:

Igor Kuzhelev
P.O. Box 418
Riga 226001, Latvia USSR

H you can please use this information in every
issue until the end of the year. ‘

Thank you,
Igor, UQZ2GJR

Steve,

Congratulations on your Wéddiﬂg & fine honey-
moon trip. The newsletter was worth the wait.
Always enjoy reading it. Best of health and suc-
cess. '

73, Eric WDOGGY

We received a brief note from WAGWHQ some
time back who said "If you ever need, or know
someone who needs a QSL manager, [ would like
to offer my services. 73, Lou".

If you have such a need, contact Louis Berry
directly at 2259 N. Marter Court, Simi Valley,
California 93065.

Dear Steve,

I'm the new editor of the ARRL Letter; someone
passed along the latest issue of your sheet and I
used your beacon story.

If there is some way you could add me to the
NCDXF Newsletter mailing list, I'd appreciate it.
I expect I'll be able to use more tidbits from it in
the future.

If someone can do this, thanks in advance. =
73,
Jim Cain, KITN
ARRL Associate Editor
Jim, you are now on the mailing list.
73,
Steve, N6ST

TUNISIE

3V8PS

TO RADND DATE

T 2WAY MHZ RET

FROM 10 TILL 24 FEBRUARY 1006, 3VBPS WAS DPERATED BY IKICJT.
| THANK PIERQ 3VBPS AND HIS XYL ANGELA FOR THEIR HOSPITALITY,
FINE COOKING AND GOOD CARE.
THANX YOU AGAIN FIERD. 73 SANTINO.

QOSL MANAGER IFOL




Dear NCDXF Board,

The World Radiosport Team Championship is
over now but it was universally hailed as an un-
bridled success by everyoneinvolved. We're glad
that you were able to play a significant role in it.

The contestitself produced more activity thanwe
had ever imagined. The winning team had over
1400 QSO’s during the 10 hour contest period
with over 2000 calls in the contest database. The
marketing and promotion of this event resulted
in one of the most exciting on-the-air activities
ever and it was your vision and mvestment that
helped make it all possible.

The international goodwxll and fnendships cre-
ated will endure for many years to come. As one
of the most incredibly talented and influential
groups of amateurs ever assembled in one place,
enabling most of them to meet in person for the
first time was a thrill that we’ll never forget.

I have provided a recap of the media exposure
that the NCDXF received as an official sponsor

and I hope that it met your expectations for re-

turn-on-investment. We encourage
you to promote your status as an
official sponsor in the months to
come.

All of the competitors left the event
with a new perspective of interna-
tional competition and gave their
thanks to you as sponsor and sup-
porter of this amazing affair.

Sincerely,
Steve Morris, K7LXC
Co-Chairman

P.S. Thanks for loaning us Rusty,
W60AT. His Committee put in an
incredible amount of work to get
the scores finalized - you folks are
lucky to have his experience and in-

sight working for you.
LU2AJL

W5
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Jorge A, Lenling

128 Nuth Pou Qs D
Honm, Tews P21

Harris County
U.S.A,

NCDXF ANIRSTROR |

O
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Plaque presented to theNorthern California DX Foun-
dation by the World Radiosport Team Championship
for our support of the Goodwill games.

. At the Wbrld Games picnic July 1990, WEOAT, Presi-

dent NCDXF (center) accepting LZ banner recogni-
tion award from Bulgarian game participants LZ1MS
(left) and LZ2PO (right). W61SQ photo




Rocas Alijos XE/ KKGEK
A Minimalist’s DXpedition
by Robert W. Schmieder, KK6EK

‘This has to be a record of some sort.

‘One single contact from atop an isolated blade-
like rock 20 ft. across and 110 ft. high 185 nautical
miles off the Pacific coast of Baja California,
relayed through the expedition boat and a phone
patch in New York City to the president of the
Explorers Club?

Total cost: $68,000. Time to get ready: 2 years.

Hmmm? Was this single contact so important?
Why did we do it? '

Well, actually, we were there for alarger purpose.
We went to Rocas Alijos to explore this isolated
and forlorn oceanic

Alijos, which means two things: (1) lightening of
a ship, as in throwing things overboard, and (2)
smuggling. Now the Manila galleons passed very
near Alijos on theirway to Acapulco over aperiod
of hundreds of years, and were so badly over-
loaded and waterlogged at the end of the long
journey across the Pacific. Could the name have
come from the practice of surreptitiously dump-
ing porcelain and other treasures at Alijos, in the
hope of returning later to pick it up? My research
group, Cordell Expeditions, isn’t interested in
treasure, of course, but the thought of finding
evidence of their presence was fascinating. The
thought of being the first human to stand on the
rocks was equally fascinating. And the thought of
transmitting to an enthusiastic amateur radio
world eager to get a contact from a place that
almost certainly would nevér be active again was
truly intoxicating.

volcano, to obtain

My first act was to
write to Chod

make bathymetric [
charts, to obtain || . |, o

biological specimens x E _ I< 6 I E Harris, VP2ML,
and photographs, to who thought that
Corlinming Q50 with Duis Time (UTC) MEe. lll-dl—-|-—l-l'l'

as an island for

—, Alijos might count

break the surface, to
observe  erosive
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ment the resident
birds and sea lions, to look for evidence of Span-
ish Manila galleons from as long ago as the 17th
Century, and, of course, o talk on the radio.

The project was conceived in mid-1989, when
biologists at the Los Angeles Country Museum of
Natural History pointed out to me that Rocas
Alijos was what Albania is to radio amateurs: Most
Wanted. These remote rocks lie at a transition
between two major biclogic provinces: by-and-
large, whatlives to the north is completely differ-
ent from what lives to the south. Yet there has
been no significant scientific study of the site
since 1837, when the French passed by on their
way to somewhere else.

Discovered in 1791 by the Spanish, these rocks
apparently had long been known by the name

radio event, I fig-
ured. After all, Alijos is really far away, and cer-
tainly will get a special prefix, like XF9, which
would be irresistible to amateurs, I began the
odyssey of pulling the DXpedition together.

Sobriety came slowly. Figuring that this would be
a perfect place for high tech to compensate for
short time and difficult conditions, I wrote to the
major ham radio magazines, including the one
famous for its editorials about why we should
move with all haste into high tech radio. To my
amazement, I did not receive a single reply. I
wrote to the controllers of several of the well-
known DX nets, people who deal day in and day
out with DXpeditions. Again to my surprise, these
people seemed to know little about actually field-
ing a DXpeditions, although they kindly wished

—
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me well and gave me other references to contact.

The final blow came in May, in the form of a letter
to Chod from Roger Ballister, G3KMA, who inter-
prets the rules of IOTA. His opinion was that
Alijos, being mere rocks, could not count for
IOTA. Oh, well. But his concern for our safety did
seem irrelevant: “...from the picture I cannot see
how anyone could operate from one of the rocks
without taking quite a serious risk. Perchingon a
rocky crag for hours on end would be doing just
this...” Unfortunately I failed to reassure him the
we weren’t going to perch on a rocky crag; we
were going to do a technical climb ¢o the top and
sit comfortably on its 20 ft-square top!

Faced with no official endorsement of our DXpedi-
tion, my ambition to carry balloon-borne anten-
nas, folding masts, hanging dipoles, solar re-
chargeable batteries, microprocessors, and sev-
eral lucky hams to the top diffused. Why goto the
trouble if there would be no one out there who
cared? I resolved to slip back into the essential
reason I first got a ham license in 1962: It would
be fun.

I carried on an extensive correspondence with
XEIMD, who gave me lots of good advice about
dealing with Mexican officials. I had no shortage
of hams on the air who wanted to help if they
could: XF1C on Cedros Island; XE2TCQ in Tijuana;
and several others. In the end, 1 don’t know
whether I got any help or not: by the day before
we were to leave for the expedition, I still had no
authorization from Mexico and no callsign. That
night a telephone call from the American Em-
bassy in Mexico City gave me a verbal authoriza-
tion to use the call XE/KK6EK, Not XE2/, or XF1/
, or XF9/, just XEB/..I queried them repeatedly,
with visions of losing my license if I used the
wrong callsign. Yes, they said, just XE/KK6EK.
Good luck.

Thevessel had two extra berths, and I decided to
fill one of them with a ham radio operator. I got
on the maritime nets, and soon my phone was
ringing energetically. A typical call went like this:
“I'd love to go. Count me in. Just let me check
with the wife.” (and hour later...) “sorry, the
Chief says ‘No way.’ Sorry.” This went on until
almost literally the last minute. Finally, Les Th-
ilow, KBGYBS, had the good sense to not ask his
wife. He just said “Yes.” And he was aboard.

We sailed out of San Diego at noon on October
29, 1990, with a scientific crew of 30, including
Les. Two days later we were at Rocas Alijos.

While I attended to the scientific operations, Les
talked on the radio, using XE/KK6EK/MM as a
special event callsign. Not surprisingly, the mari-
time nets didn’t feel comfortable with that. They
had never head of an XE/ call, and wanted to
know what we had in writing. “Well,” 1 said, “we
had nothing, but please believe me, the Mexican
government waited until the last moment to
authorize XE/ verbally from Mexico City, and
they did authorize it.” OK, said the nets, that was
good enough for them. But I could telf from their
absence that they weren't really convinced.

Every day we kept a schedule with Bob Fabry,
N6EK, in Berkeley on 14.342 MHz at 0100 UTC.
Bob acted as a message center, and uploaded
and downloaded messages from various sources.
Aveteran of many of his own (real) DXpeditions,
Bob has a powerful station and provided both
pleasure and security.

Finally, the day came for me to climb to the top of
the rocks. It was the climax of a 3-day ordeal to
establish the route: a line anchored in the ocean
running to a ledge at 30 feet, a free climb with
technical aids to the top, done by Explorers Club
member Jeff Bozanic; installation of a line from
the ledge to the top which we could use to make
the ascent. I was the last of the four to make it to
the top, carrying my knapsack, papers and pen-
cils, camera, specimen collecting bags, and of
course a radio.

“Qualifier 105, this is South Rock,” I called.”XE/
KK6EK.”

“South Rock XE/KK6EK,” Les returned. “This is
the Qualifier 105. XE/KK6EK/MM.”

We were on the air from Rocas Alijos. Perched on
a rocky crag for hours. But having a wonderful
time. The viewwas tremendous, to say nothing of
the feeling of standing where no men have stood
before. I gathered a few samples of soil and
rocks, some dead birds and eggs, a mite. Saw a
couple of spiders but couldn’t catch them. The
view was tremendous. About 10 feet in any direc-
tion we risked death should the crumbling rocks
slide out from under us. The view was tremen-
dous...




Leswas on 20 meters with Jim Enterline, KV2Z, in
New York City. Like the author, Jim is a member
of the Explorers Club, and organized an Explor-
ers Neton 14.342 MHz at 0100 UTC every second
Wednesday. This day he was at the Club HQ, with
a phone patch to Nick Sullivan, the Club presi-
dent. Far below me, bobbing in the water in an
inflatable boat, was archaeologist Charlie Brush,
apast president ofthe Explorers Club and holder
of the world’s record high-altitude scuba dive.
With me was Ron Skinner, who had engineered
most of the climb and much of the logistics of the
expedition. My words were intentionally melo-
dramatic:

“Mr. President, I have the honor to report to you
that I am presently standing on a place on the
Earth where no men have stood before. I have
this moment raised the flags of Cordell Expedi-
tions, the Explorers Club, and the Qualifier 105
in a symbolic statement of triumph on Rocas
Alijos, inthe Pacific Ocean west of Baja California.
We do this in tribute to the legions of brave
explorers who came before us with all the ambi-
tion and daring we possess, but without the
comforts of our 20th Century tools. We salute all
who embrace the spirit of exploration, past,
present, and future.”

And then I added: “And this is coming to you by
the miracle of amateur radio.”

The view was tremendous. The DXpedition was
accomplished.

Threatened by a darkening sky, we hastened
down the line, and packed our gear on the ledge.
Throwing it to the waiting inflatables, we slidina
tethered free-fall down the line into the cold
Pacific water, and were soon aboard the main
vessel warming up.

An 18th Century expedition with 20th Century
tools. Anachronistic perhaps, but it's more fun
than facing likely death from scurvy, starvation,
natives, or shipwreck. We have the best of both
worlds: the thrill of discovery and the safety of
technology. Part of that technology was some
nifty solid-state electronics that performs the
miracle of wireless communications, Thanks, James
Clerk Maxwell. ’

Was it worth it for one contact? You bet! Would 1
do it again? Well, tell you what ... If you put Alijos

" Northern California Contest Club honoring the

- attack in January 1991. The NCCC Secretary, Alan

onyourwhatever list, and take me up on the chal-
lenge of fielding the highest tech gadgets that
could really be put to use on this seriously re-
mote, tiny, hard-to-get-to place, I'llnot only show
you where it is; I'll pull you up on the rope and
personally throw the power switch!

Robert W. Schmieder
Cordell Expeditions
4295 Walnut Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
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Silent Keys

The NCDXF received a $100.00 check from the
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memory of Pat Whittle, AK6T, who died aof heart

Maenchen, ADGE, said, “The ideahere is that the
Foundation offers the best way to enhance the
sport of radio competition which Pat enjoyed.”

An early major supporter of the NCDXF became
a silent key recently. Here is what the Jan. 18
ARRL Letter had to say.

“William G. Hoover, KB5AH, died Jan. 1, in Santa
Barbara, Calif., after a briefillness. Hewas 62. He
had been the Santa Barbara section ARRL club
coordinator, as well as a past president of the
Santa Barbara ARC, EC for Santa Barbara country,
and SBARC’s volunteer examiner coordinator.
The Santa Barbara News Press noted his Amateur
Radio emergency work.

Amemorial service for KBSAH was held Jan. 8. In
his memory, the Santa Barbara ARC will dedicate
their club station at the Santa Barbara Red Cross
facility to his memory, and will place a plaque
there denoting his service to the club and to the
amateur commaunity.”

We also received a note from Alicia Gonzalez
Rodriguez, KP4CL, stating that her OM, Felix,
KP4CK, an NCDXF supporter, died Oct. 12, 1990.
Alicia sent a contribution and sounds as if she is
going to be active.




Newsleiter Mechanics
by Steve Thomas, N6ST

Some of you may wonder how a newsletter such as this
is produced. There are other ways to get the job done,
but if you are interested how I do it, read on. The first
step in doing the newsletter is determining what ar-
ticles are needed and arranging (read harassing) some-
one to do it. Since we ask each DXpedition to which we
provide funding to send us a report, ofien we have a
ready source of interesting articles, though they some-
times have to be reminded! When the Foundation re-
ceives letters and QSL cards, the person receiving them
will make a preliminary decision about potential ap-
propriateness for the newsletter. About three times a
month I receive a thick envelope with QSL cards,
letters and exchange Newsletters (such as the Santa
Barbara Amatcur Radio Club Key-Klix). 1 look over
each item and note items that T may potentially use.

The ideal way for me to receive copy is on a disk (5 1/
£ or 3 1/2 inch) in Microsoft Word format. Several of
the board members will take the effort to type letters
and articles received and hand me a disk. This is by far
the easiest way for me. Other board members will send
contributions to me via our local DX Packet Spotting
Cluster. Others will give me paper copy and I type it
into the computer.

I bring ali copy into Microsoft Word on my PC and run
a spelling check and read over the material and edit to
clean up the prose and to fit into the space available in
the newsletter. I also at this point apply formatting

such as justification and type font selection. QSL cards -

and other illustrations are scanned at 300 dots per inch
with a Hewlett-Packard ScanJet flat bed scanner. QSL
cards are normally scanned to produce a 50% image
size in the computer. This is about the size I normally
use and speeds the process of putting the graphics in
place.

The newsletter is assembied in PageMaker 3.01. I start
with fixed information such as the masthead, return
address, board member listand place them where they
will be in the final output. After this I *'salt” the issue
with QSL. card pictures. If an article has an illustration
associated with it, I place it on the desired page and
instruct PageMaker to “flow” text around it. That way
I can have a picture in the middle of the page and the
column widths will be automatically adjusted to sur-
round the picture.

As articles are “placed” in the newsletter, I will do
many editing adjustments to make them fit. For ex-
ample, [ may go through and eliminate a few *“the’s" to
shorten paragraphs and save a bit of space. I may
slightly increase or decrease the spacing between
paragraphs and, as a last resort I can change the type

1

size by one point or more (a point is 1/72 of an inch).
You would be amazed how much space can be saved
by changing from 11 point to 10 point type! This story
ended up in 10 point type to fit the page.

After I think the newsletter is almost completed, I will
print out a copy on a Hewleti-Packard LaserJet 11. At
this point T almost always notice subtle and not-so-
subtle things that aren’t right. I will repeat the print-
and-fix cycle until I am satisfied the major mistakes
have been eliminatcd. Then at a board meeting I
provide a draft copy to each board member and advi-
sor present and they look it over and suggest improve-
ments. Patty Winter, N6BIS, is a major help at this
point. She can spot bad grammar, incorrect punctua-
tion, or misspelling a mile away. I treasure her marked
up copy since the changes sherecommends are crucial
to producing a professional looking publication.

I implement the snggested changes and print out two
final copies on special high resolution laser printer
paper (I use Strathmore Legacy paper). One of the
copies is handled carefully since it is going to be the
printer’s master. The second copy is used to assemble
what is known as a “printer’s dummy”. Since we print
on 11x17 inch paper, the dummy allows the printer
after he has made the printing plates to assemble them
in the correct position. For example in a 12 page news-
letter, pages 1, 2, 11 and 12 are printed on the same
sheet of paper. Without the dummy, the chance of a
printing error is greatly increased.

The master and dummy are delivered to the printer
who makes the plates, prints and assembles the news-
letter and adds any return mailers. Based on the printer’s
delivery time, the board schedules a weekend get-
together to apply mailing labels to the newsletter and
separate them by state and - zipcode as required by
postal regulations for non-profit mailing. If you see a
little green sticker on your newsletter that says “5”,
your newsletter was on the top of the stack for your
state. You may also see a ‘3" or a *'5" if we have 10 or
more addresses with the same first 3 or 5 digits of the
zipcode. We have to provide the post office with a
count of the newsletters, this is the point at which we

- do that. As each state or zipcode group is labeled, they

are counted and the number recorded. One person,
usually Rusty, W6OAT, cuts the mailing labels apart
into the appropriate groups for the “‘$”, 3", or “5”
stickers. This saves a lot of time since the other workers
justgrab the labels and stick them on without having to
read and consider each one. By foreign postal regula-
tions, some countries require the newsletter to be
delivered in an envelope. After we have finished ad-
dressing all the newsletters, Eric, W6DU and Lou,
KG6TMB, take them to the Menlo Park, California, post
office for mailing, We all breath a sigh of relief that
another big job is done.




XW8DX/CW (SL Statistics

by Pierre Ettinger, FOHIZ

I finally managed to finish all the statistics regarding the
QSL’s of XW8DX/CW. I think that you will find some useful
information! In particular out of the 12500 stations that
contacted the XW8 some 6000 sent their QSLs direct. I
have received some 2200 QSL through the bureau and at
least 40% of those cards are duplicate of QSLs sent direct!

(Al duplicate QSLs have been sent back!) Another interest- S MR 1
ing number is that on the average each station has made Z VIENTIANE - LAOS
slightly more than 2 QSO with the XW8 stations. 73, Pierre v fonex - e My gain,

Editor's note: Pierre did an extremély thorough job with the QSL statistics for XW8. |.have compacted the data considerably
to fitinto the space available (Ifi hadn't done so, the information would have taken well over 12 pages to present, unless | made
the type so small it couldn’t be easily read. Any errors that you may find are most likely mine.

Steve Thomas, NEST _
Country DL EA F G HB I IA  OE

O -
- (UK
# of QSO on7 240 362 445 - 69 1444 205 82 - 670
# of Stations 504 - 146 171 221 41 696 92 32 239
# of Q80s/stn  1.80 1.64 212 2.01 1.68 2.07 2.23 2.56 2.80

% of QSL direct 45 49 64 53 54 G4 53 53 39
% without 5.5 5.0 330 3.0 0 1.0 0 0 0
contribution avyg, *

contribution § 1.1 13 1.2 15 2.2 1.7 1.6 15 1.6
per stn. avg, ' i

contribution § .60 90 11 1.1 1.7 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.0
minus postage **

* The stations who sent SAE without return postage, the SAE were sent back with the QSL’s but without
postage. Most of those envelopes have arrived, but the addressee had to pay postage plus a penalty which is
generally more than the postage '

** The postage is based on the French postal rates.

Country OK ON 0z PA SP UA Y2 YU  SM

# of QSO 246 146 188 166 282 1620 159 292 504
# of Stations 83 60 83 80 ‘136 975 87 187 243
# of QSOs/stn 296 243 227 208 207 166 183 156 207
% of QSL direct 37 52 67 63 41 16 41 28 . 55

% without 250 6.0 0 40 340 230 310

130 O
contribution avg. * '
contribution § 45 14 14 12 45 30 50 .60 13
per stn. avg. _ N '

contribution 0.1 1.0 10 08 01 0.0 .25 .10 .70
minus postage ** )

* The stations who sent SAE without return postage, the SAE were sent back without postage in order to
minimize the expenses. '
** The postage is based on the French postal rates.
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Country JA YC YK VE USA ‘
# of QSO 6037 280 29% 343 8233
# of Stations 3305 156 211 196 4066
#0ofQSOs/stn 182 179 13% 175 202
% of QSL direct 23 23 25 60 62

% without 4 8 8 40 42
contribution avg. *

contribution § 1.1 1.1 1.1 .76 1.2
per stn. avg.
contribution 35 .35 - .35 .75 1.2
minus postage

-->> For USA and America’s the QSL manager is F2YS/W2 (Millbrook, NY)
Over 97% of the envelopes of USA and Canada were SASE and many hams have sent more than one SASE.

Country CE CX HK LU PY YV
# of QSO 25 34 26 97 257 40
# of Stations 16 22 23 63 142 31
# of QSOs/stn 1.56 1.55 1.13 1.54 1.81 1.29
% of QSL direct 50 50 65 44 45 51

% without 36 21
contribution avg, KALININGRAD
contribution $§ 60 .85 i
T VASFZ
contribution 15 40
minus postage* NODYFE MEnpee # RS
™ RARID BATE GUT M 2=WAY AT

*Postage is basled on US Postal rates. NCDXF -

ZONE 15 OBL 125

Pse QSL Tre 73 Igor A- Avdesy

Foundation Newsletter Editor Steve, N6ST; DXpedi-
tioner Bob, WERGG, also operator of the W6TI DX
news bulletin broadcasts; and well-known California
DXer and contester AGED at the World Games picnic.
W6ISQ photo.
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NCDXF 1989/1990
Income Sources
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1989

Newsletter 5658
Equipment Sii0

As you can see, renewal donations are the
lifeblood of the Foundation. That is why we try
to make it easy for you. The donation form has
‘been reworked in response to member com-
ments to make it easier to put into the enve-
lope, and to provide more space for the credit
card number. There is even a handy hint on
the form where to fold it! Because we made
the form a bit too big last time, members were

it fit in the envelope; it just about drove
K6TMB crazy! The "Income" bar is primarily
interest income from the capital endowment
that established the Foundation.

On the expense side, we think you will be very
pleased with our ratio of administration to

1990

Bl New Members Renewals HEH incoms §

NCDXF Expenses
1990

QSL Support 2407
Administration 5200

Educational 5428

DXpeditions 28400

very creative in the ways they folded it to make

© penses; some of that amount is actually post-

age related to the newsletter. This is primarily
because all directors and advisors serve with-
out compensation and there are no paid em-
ployees. You will also notice many director’s
calls in the big contributor catagory. We are
doing this because we believe in it! Even the
expenses of going to Dayton are borne indi-
vidually by all the Foundation Directors who
go. :
While we are on the subject of income and
expenses, why not add a clause to your will
with the NCDXEF as the beneficiary - perhaps of
your ham equipment that your family will no
longer need, or even stock or cash. If you want
to tell us about it, we can thank you in advance,




Slide Shows and Videos

'The Northern California DX Foundation has a
number of slide shows and videos available for loan
to organizations wishing to show them at meetings.
Clubs borrowing materials are responsible for
postage in both directions. The amount involved can
be learned from the postage on the package when it
comes to you and is usually about $2.90. Please give
the name of your club, the day of the month you
meet and more than one choice of program in case
there is a great demand for the item. Correspon-
dence should be addressed to Josephine Clarke,
WBGZUC, 207 Evergreen Drive, Kentfield, CA 94904,

Available Slide Shows:

1. Kingman Reef and Palmyra Island expedition of 1974 (148

slides)

K5YY on Africa of 1978 (62 slides)

Colvins on Easter, Galapagos, San Andreas, etc. 1984 (140

slides)

W6REC & ZL1AMO, Kermadec 1984 (58 slides)

AHOC (Saipan) CQWW Contest Operation of 1983 (82 slides)

1985 Clipperton expedition (191 slides)

Ponape Island by N6HR, travelogue (81 slides)

Pribilof Island operation of 1982 (48 slides)

Midway by NAGT & KD7P (120 slides)

0. Antarctica, Arctowski, Palmer, Peter, Macquarie stations (101

slides)

11. VRS, Pitcairn, Mar/Apr 1979 by ZL1AMO & ZL1ADI (51 slides)

12. SMOAGD 1982 Pacific DXpedition (150 slides)

13. 9U35, Burundi by ONSNT (57 slides)

14. TYA11, Benin by ONSNT (61 slides)

15. VK3DXU/2, Lord Howe Island by K2UO (52 slides)

16. 3A, Monaco, by FSEYS & F6HIX of 1984 (43 slides)

17. 5X5, Uganda by DJGSI of 1985 (115 slides)

18. Market Reef, July 1983 by PAOGAM/OHO0/0J0

19, KX6DS, Marshall Island (34 slides)

20. Andorra, by DL1HBT, DL3HAH, DL5BAD, DL4BBO, DL4BAH
(50 slides)

21. 1986 Clipperton Dxpedition (176 slides)

22, Peter 1Island, 3Y, of 1987 (127 slides)

23. KPZN, 1986, CQWW DX CW contest (55 slides)

24. QFOMA, Market Reef, 1987 (28 slides) .

25. Abu Ail, AISAA, by DJGSI, 1988 (65 slides)

26. XX9CW by DK7PE, 1986 (16 slides)

27. 1988 Palmyra by K9AJ, KP2A, WA2ZMOE, WORLX, FGEXV,
JASDQH (93 slides)

28. 1988 Kingman by the above operators (96 slides)

29. 1988 4U, KC4, VKUY, VK9X and 9V1 by W75W (73 shdes)

30. Banaba Isl, T33]5+ T30 & T27 by KN6J & VKONS (80 slides,
80 minutes)

31. XF4L by XE1L, XE1OH, XEIXA, OHZBH, OH2U, JH4RAF,
WORGG & N7NG

32. Publishing the DX Bulletin by Chod Harris 24 min

33. Rotuma 1988 by W6SZN, 73 minutes

34. 4]J1FS, MV Isl, 1989 with Finnish, Soviet & American DXers by
K7JA 16 min

35. ZS8MI, Marion Island by Peter Sykora, ZS6PT 1 hr

Available VHS videos:

1. XU1SS (plus BVOYL and BVOJA) (35 minutes)

2, 7J1RL of 1976 and 1978 (includes ZK9ZR, Mellish Reef)

3. VKOZR DXpedition of 1978 (plus Ogasawara}

4. Frankford Radio Club ARRL phone parody + JH7YFL WWCW
5. JF1IST/7]1 DXpedition 1o Okino Torishima of 1979 (25 min)
6. Australian travelogue - Climbing Big Ben, Heard Island (55

Y

I~ B
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min}

7. Ham Radio in the South Cook Istands by ZK1CA & ZK1€T (70
min}

8. VR6 by ZL1AMO & ZL1ADI (copy and slide show above)

9. Looking Up in Rio Linda, 1986 by W6GO/K6HHD (45 min)

10. Revillagigedo, XF4DX, of 1987 (15 min}

11. Northern Texas Contest Club - towers and contesters (45 mi)

12, It Started With A Broken Fence - JH3DPB Tall Tower tale (15
min}

13. Pile Up Busters, Humorous. (10 min)

14. FG/W2QM/FS, Prench St Martin, DXing Senior Style -
Another Wrinkle to DXing

15. 1984 Laccadive Island DXpedition, VU7WCY, plus 1983
VEKOHI from TV {60 min)

16. The K6UA contest station story (25 min)

17. HKOTU DXpedition of 1983, Malpelo (25 minutes in Spanish)

18. The Ship That Shouldn't Have - VK0JS Heard Island DXpedi-
tion (90 min)

19, The New World of Amateur Radio (28 min)

20. S0RASD 1987 by the Lynx Group, The Western Sahara Story
(37 min)

21. Auckland Island 1988 by ZL1AMO, ZL1BQD, N7NG (60 min)

22. Dr. Owen Garriot's First Talk to hams about the Space
Shuttle

23. Russian Ham Radio Tour by WAGWXD, Oct 1986 (45 min)

24. 3Y DXpedition 1987 - WAVWA copy of the slide show

25. Peter [ 1987, from JATARW

26. 1979 Spratly Ist DXpedition by K45MX, KiMM, VK2B]L,
N2QO, NeWW & KP2A

27. 1988 Malyj Vysotskij Island by OH2BH, UZ3AU, OH5NZ,
URZAR, OH2RF, UW3AX 23 min

28. 3WBDX & 3WBCW by HASMY, HASWA, HASPP, HASBEC, Nov.
1988 Produced by W4BRE

29. Aruba, P40V CQWW Test (12 min)

30. A Message from Barry Goldwater, K7UGA (12 min)

31. Navassa of 1988 by NZEDF, K28G, KE4VU, KD2ZNT, N4GNR,
KT2Q, W3GH (38 min)

32. Rhodes, SV5, by N20O & SVO0AA, April 1989 (40 min)

33. NO1Z/KH1, Howland Isl 1988 by NO1Z, 7J3AAB, TREJLD,
VKONS & VKONL (20 min)

34. Boeing ARG at the Electronic Convention and Great Wall of
China (audio tape + VHS 30 min)

35, KC Club DXpedition to Tonganoxie Island (50 min}

36, Tuvalu 1989 by K6EDV and ZL1AMO (27 min)

37. Visalia Convention of 1990 recorded by W6NLG (2 hours) NA
at this time

38. Rotuma, 1988 copy of the slide show (73 min)

39, XWSCW & XW8DX 1989 by HASPP & HASWA (27 min),
produced by W4BRE

40, XUBCW & XUBDX 1990 by HASPP & HASWE (25 min),
produced by W4BRE

41, All China Amateur Radio Direction Finding, Competit:on +
BY1PK (32 mins)

42. 7ZS8MI, by ZS6FT, partial copy of slide show (40 min)

43, Jim Smith, A51]S, visits the San Francisco Bay Area, video-
taped by WAGBXY (80 min)

44. ROZF/NN7A, NN7D & W7YS, Aug 1989 Lﬂke Telekskoye,
Siberia (30 min)

45. VU7, Laccadive Isl 1984 {65 min)

46, VU4, Andaman Isl 1897 by Combetore Radio Club {25 min)

3D2XR @;ﬁ‘*
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