1 In Italy, the first day of January is not only a holiday but it is a day when you are trying
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JOURNEY IN POVERTY, A DXPEDITION TO NIGER
By Paolo Cortese, [2UTY/NH7DX
12uiy@cqww.com

The Country.

'The Republic of Niger is the largest country in West Africa. The country is slightly
smaller than the combined areas of Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico or twice as large as
France or almost four times the size of Ivory Coast, West Africa. Niger is a landlocked,
arid nation. It is surrounded by Algeria, Libya, Chad, Nigeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, and
Mali. Eighty percent of the country is desert with its northern border stretching to the
middle regions of the Sahara. The heat can be so intense that rain frequently evaporates
before it reaches the ground. The remaining 20% along the southern border is made up
of dry to semi-fertile savannah
(grassland). There are small-scale
gardens along the banks of the Niger
River in the southwest. The rest of the
region is rain-fed. The southern border
receives up to 750mm of rain in the wet
season but, because of the dryness of
the air, most of this quickly evaporates.
Enough rain is retained to enable
limited agriculture. Two-thirds of
Niger receives less than 100mm of rain
per year. Lake Chad has shrunk beyond
the border of Niger to the southeast.
The days and nights are hot except from
December to February when the nights
get cooler. Ninety five percent of the
population lives on rain-fed agriculture. Annual per Capita Income is US$270.
Approximately 94% of Niger’s budget comes from Foreign Aid!

The Project.

Huts outside Niamey

to recover from last night’s giant New Year dinner (which usually is something to make
void all the past year’s efforts of your dietitian) and — at the same time — you’re getting
ready for the first monster-lunch of the new year.

I was napping in my favorite armchair when Silvano, [2YSB, knocked at my door. Tt is
quite unusual having visitors on January 1 because most people spend that day with their
family. This made me very curious to know what was going on.

To make short a long story: Silvano started three months before asking the Niger
Ambassador in Rome for permission to operate from that country. He called this poor
guy three times a week for three months and it worked because the Ambassador, who
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probably was really tired of talking with Silvano,
was able to get a FAX from the Niger Foreign
Office securing the permission to operate. It was
not a license yet, but it was close.

Silvano originally had planned to go with another
friend, but this guy gave up so Silvano asked me
to join in for a DXpedition to Niger. Certainly it
was a strange request on a day when your eyes are
dimmed by food!

While we were discussing this project, my friend
Marcello, IK2DIA arrived to visit me. He had
never been out of [taly and he had never been on
an airplane in his 59 years of life. We involved
him in our discussion and, after we demolished all
his excuses, he agreed to join us.

Silvano is a real DXer who still spends nights on
the air looking for something exotic. He has “them
all” on SSB and CW (except P5) but he never has
submitted his cards because he is afraid he might
lose them during shipping! Now he’s exploring
new frontiers like RTTY, PSK31 and 50M1z.

Marcello is retired from the Electric Company and
likes running US and JAs on the high bands. He
doesn’t pay too much attention to “new-ones” so
he still needs many countries to achieve DXCC
Honor Roll.

I was the most experienced of the three since |
already had been to a few DX locations like Vatican
City, 1AOKM, Republic of San Marino and some
others.

We had never been involved with orgamizing a
DXpedition on our own so we were worried not
knowing what might await us in Niger. When
you're at home listening to someone
DXpeditioning, you seem to know everything...
“if T should be in his shoes, T would do this and
that... they should have brought better antennas. ..
why don’t they have more power...” and other
pleasantness like these, To criticize is a sort of
national sport for “armchair radioamateurs™ but
most of them don’t even know how to start making
a list of what is needed for a DXpedition.

Sometimes you can be lucky and so it happened.
As some of you know, I work full time sorting

cards for the Italian QSL Bureau, and on January
3, just two days after our decision to go, while
sorting a pile of US QSLs, I found a card from
5U7DG. We thought that there were no local
operators in Niger but here was one and — look! —
he even put his E-mail address on the card. That
same night I sent an E-mail to 5U7DG asking if he
could help and the next day I received his positive
answer: he was available to make our life easier.

We decided it had to be “now or never” and better
“sooner than later”.

There is only one flight a week from Paris to
Niamey so you can imagine that it 1s not easy
finding seats without early reservations. The first
available flight was on February 26 so our plans
were made: we will be in Niger from February 26
until March 13, 2001.

We decided from the beginning to put on a low
profile activity because it was our first operation
and also because it would help keep down the costs.
For these reasons we did not plan to take a lot of
stuff. Our luggage consisted of a ski bag with all
the antennas inside, a suitcase with all the
hardware, feed lines and radials and a second
suitcase with all the clothes and personal
belongings of three of us. We put our transceivers,

SUTJK a the market

linear amplifier, computers and other electronic
gear in our hand baggage.

We were only 7 kg over the allowed weight so we
were quite sure there would be no problems at the
Check-In.




Spring 2002

Northern California DX Foundation Newslctter

Although everybody today talks about monster
DXpeditions which set new records by raising
many monoband antennas in remote corners of the
world, we decided to mount an old fashioned DX
adventure using just basic tools. We decided to
rely upon simple antennas, relatively low power
and our commitment to hit the airwaves as mush
as possible to give everybody a chance to work
this rare country.

Murphy.

We were three operators and we bought three
tickets, but we were four traveling: the three of us
plus Murphy who spent two weeks with us and
did not even split the costs! It happened that T got
up at 3:00 a.m. on a very cold February morning,
picked up Marcello, drove to Silvano’s place, put
all the bags on the street, locked my car in Silvano’s
garage, put the keys in his mailbox which cannot
be opened from outside and started walking up and
down the street waiting for the taxi that was
supposed to pick us up before 4:30 a.m. to go to
the airport. The taxi driver simply forgot to get up
from his bed so we spent almost one hour on the
street with very light clothes (we were heading to
Niger!) and with a temperature below zero!
Murphy was with us from the beginning.

When we finally got the taxi driver out of his bed,
we sel the new unofficial world speed record
between Silvano’s house and the airport. We were
ready to go but Air France was waiting for us. Air
France simply paid no attention to our checked
luggage, but instead concentrated upon our hand
baggage. So we had to pay over 1,000 US dollars
and check two of our three carry-on bags. Paying
over 1,000 extra dollars was a pain but having to
check the bags with the radios was even worse.
Air France immediately became our favorite carrier
especially when they kept us four extra hours in
Paris because they had to replace our aircraft which
had a technical problem.

Daniel & Jim.

Seeing two smiling guys standing just inside the
Niamey airport building, before the passport check,
holding up a recent copy of QST was one of the
most wonderful moments of our trip. They were

Daniel, 53U7DG, and Jim, SU7JK. They made
going through the Police check a joke and it was
just as easy passing the Customs check. To be
honest, we did not have any kind of Customs check,
we just greeted the officers while other passengers
had to open each bag to show what was inside.
Jim Knowlton, KCOIFR and 5U7JK, was born in
Nigeria and his parents moved to Niger when he
was only 7 weeks old. He learned first the local
dialect and then English. He has an African name
too. Hec is known as Yacouba and has lived in
Niger for over 35 years. Jim is a missionary for
SIM which stands for Société Internationale
Missionnaire (www.sim.org). Daniel Germaine,
AF4RP and 5U7DG, is a SIM pilot and he flies
almost daily a small 6 seats aircraft to move people
and things between the various places which SIM
operates in Niger and in the nearby countries.

Jim was the real engine of our activity. He was
even able to get a crew from the Niger TV to visit
us and put together a story for the evening news.
The story was included four times in the news
during the Tabaski holiday so everyone in the
country must have seen us.

Here We Are!

We set-up in the smaller of the two SIM Guest
Houses in Niamey. It’s a four room house with a
large common area, a complete kitchen and a living
room. In the garden we raised a 2el for 10/15/20
that could be switched into a 12/17/30 beam by
changing the traps. Then we put together a
Butternut HF2V for 40/80/160, a couple of R7-
type verticals and a 3el for S0MHz. The main
station was an 1C751A with an Icom solid state
amplifier with about 400W output. The second
station was an [C735 and the third transceiver was
an 1C706 that we used on both HF and 6m. We
had two laptop computers running K1EA’s
software and a PK232 for RTTY with WF1B’s
software.

We were asked which callsigns we wanted and
decided to go for something which had never been
on the air before just to make the game more
interesting. So we applied for SU2K to use on
SSB; 5U3T to use on CW and SUSA to keep for
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the ARRL DX SSB Contest that was falling in the
middle of our stay.

When 5U7DG and I were in touch by E-mail, he
told me that his radio station was available for us
to use but he never told me what he had. Then I
called him on the phone a couple of times for the
last minute details and he finally told me that he
had a TH6. This was great news because we were
sure that it would become the main antenna for us.
But that was not all. In his last e-mail, Daniel wrote
that two amplifiers also were available.

The TH6 turned out to be really old and used to’

belong to a doctor who was serving in Niger over
25 years ago. After one of the periodic coups that
happened in the early 70’s, his license was taken
and he was not allowed to operate any more. The
antenna remained in the country and Daniel had
permission to use it during his stay. In Daniel’s
little shack was an IC706 that he used mostly to
monitor the SIM frequency on 10 MHz to keep in
touch with the various SIM missions within the
country. From time to time, he gets on the air but
he doesn’t like pile-ups too much. Just before our
arrival, SIM bought two small Ameritron
amplifiers. They were still in the boxes because
whoever decided to buy them did not realize that
they would be difficult for someone who is not a
radio operator to tune up and use.

We took one of them out of the box, connected it
to Daniel’s IC706 and fired up on 15 SSB. The
THG6 and S00W from the amplifier made the game
easier for us so we decided to send one of us every
day to Daniel’s house to keep that station on the
air.

Having Murphy with us all the time was a pain as
you never know what was going to happen next.
One day the Ameritron amplifier quit working and
put all of us into panic. A broken amplifier in Italy
or in the U.S.A. is just a broken amplifier, but a
broken amplifier in Niger is a disaster as there is
no Ameritron service in Niamey nor are there
Radio Shack stores there.

Silvano tried switching the tubes from the second
amplifier into the first one but the tubes were good.
We had no test equipment except a VOM meter.

We were really worried because that amplifier was
not in the list of the things which we brought with
us from Italy so it would not be easy taking it back
home to fix it. But ham radio means friendship
and co-operation and we knew that Tom, WB8IJI,
was the designer of that amplifier. Jim called him
on the telephone and then we got him on the air
the next morning with the help of N4ZC. It took
three skeds with Tom to find that the problem was
a simple diode that we were able to find in town.

Poverty.

We were quite surprised to find that diode in town
because we saw how desolate life is in Niger. |
wanted to name this article “Journey in Poverty™
because we saw the condition in which these people
live. Niger is one of the two or three poorest
countries in the world and you must consider that
we are not talking about a country that is in ruins
because of a civil war. Niger is a relatively quiet
place. There is not much internal fighting simply
because there is nothing to fight for. No oil, no
gold, no diamonds, no silver and no water. Niger
must import everything so everything is really very
expensive for people who only have an income of
about 250 US dollars per year. People live in poor
cabins, in huts and even in tents. The few real
houses are all rented to foreigners. Goods are sold
on the streets and beggars are everywhere. There
are no large hotels and restaurants. The few small
hotels and restaurants which do exist are patronized
mostly by the many foreigners who are in town
for the projects handled by international
organizations and by foreign countries.

Any place is good to put on a sort of market. Street
food is the only food that people can afford to buy
0 in any corner you can find someone roasting or
boiling something that then is sold for almost
nothing. There are several markets where you can
find food, clothes and a few other goods. The
largest market goes for miles, but it consists only
of small booths set up side by side where sellers
run after each visitor offering their stuff.
Negotiating is a must here and prices can drop
dramatically if you look as if you are about to leave
the booth. But you don’t need to have a booth to
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sell something, a wheelbarrow can be enough to
start a business and to move it through the town.

During our stay, the Moslem holiday of Tabaski
took place. It is the greatest day of celebration in
Niger. This is the one day of the year when even
the poorest families in Niger will have meat to eat.
It is a day of great celebration and charity, and
everyone expects to receive a gift from anyone they
meet. The streets of Niamey are lined with rams
roasting in the tropical sun, and everyone is
wearing their new clothes and going to greet family
and fiiends.

ARRI, SSB DX Contest.

Operating in the ARRL SSB DX Contest was not
the main objective of our trip but we decided to
take the opportunity to improve our QSO fotal by

IK2DIA, 12YSB, 5U7DG, 5U7JK and 12UIY.

participating in the contest with our third callsign,
SUSA. Unfortunately, the problem with the
amplifier that I described before happened on the
second day of the contest so we operated with
power only the first day. On that day we logged
3,000 contacts, but made just another 1,000 on the
second day. Fortunately, the path to the US was
just wonderful and even working barefoot with the
TH6 I could keep up a rate of over 250/hour.

DX Operations.

Everything went quite smoothly for almost two
weeks. We were sharing the station set-up at the
guest house and the station at Daniel’s house trying
to be on as many bands/modes as possible because
it was clear that the vast majority of our callers did
not need 5U for an all-time new one but mostly as

a new one on some bands/modes. Some stations
were able to work us quite easily on many bands/
modes like K3UL who made 19 QSOs (with no
duplicates) on 9 bands. Many others are m our
log on 7 or 8 bands.

We set a target of 30,000 QSOs which seemed quite
reasonable considering our basic antennas and
relatively low power. We know that we neglected
80m and 160m but our antennas were really poor
on those bands and we heard almost nobody. We
operated for 14 days logging a total of 29,600
QS0s.

Although Europe is much closer, we made 42% of
the QSOs with North America, including 2,155
with the West Coast.

Ready To Leave?

Believe it or not, the Check-In at Niamey’s airport
takes place nine hours before the scheduled
departure time. Remembering what happened with
our hand baggage in Milano, we left behind some
stuff to be lighter. This time, though, Air France
paid no attention to our hand baggage but
concentrated on our checked bags. We had a total
of 13 kilos of extra weight for three guys and
nobody but Air France would have charged us for
that. They insisted on being paid for 9 kilos of
extra weight and we had to pay over another 200
US dollars. But this is not all. About one hour
before the scheduled arrival of the aircraft, Air
France announced that the flight was cancelled
because of usual technical problems. Another
aircraft had to come from France the next day so
everybody had to get back his own luggage because
the airport has only three luggage-trolleys and they
needed all of them for another flight the next
morning! ‘

The next morning we got up early and went to
Daniel’s house to put in the log some more
contacts. We decided to sign SUSA this time since
it had been used only in the ARRL DX Contest
and we had a lot of requests for the prefix by
stations outside the USA. We made about 1,200
more contacts before we quit to return to the airport
for a new Check-In.
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So...

As 1 pointed out at the beginning, this was a low
profile DXpedition and we know that with a bigger
crew and more power and antennas we could have
had better results. However, we are satisfied with
what we did this time. It was our first experience
and we were worried to face problems bigger than
us.

Daniel now has retumed to Termessee and Jim 1s
starting to build his radio station. The Northern
California DX Foundation (thanks!} provided him
a transceiver, he got an old tower from the airport
and we will get him a beam so that i the future he

g

‘and 5U5A QSL Card

will be active on all bands: a sure multiplier in most
contests and a chance to work a new one for
Newcomers.

Update.

We decided to go back to Niger in February, 2002
with a larger crew, more power and more antennas.
This time we paid a lot more attention to 30/40/
80/160m with 2 stations on the air every night. We
set-up multiple stations in three different locations
so we were able to avoid any interference. We got
callsigns with prefixes which never had been on
the air before just to make WPX chasers happy.
You will find more news about this trip on our
web site, www.gsl.net/niger-2002, including the
log check for both 2001 and 2002 activities.

CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED

by Bruce Butler, W60SP
NCDXF Director & Treasurer

The events of September 11, 2001 have caused all of
us to reevaluate many aspects of our lives. Many of
us, I am sure, have made donations of various amounts
to the many relief agencies involved. While there is
tremendous need for both public and private assistance
involved in the World Trade Center disaster, we, the
NCDXF Board, wanted to remind the recipients of this
Newsletter that the NCDXF also needs your ongoing
support to continue our funding efforts involving the
many DX activitics for which we continue to receive
requests. Our over 25 years of activities can only
continue with each and everyone’s assistance.

Almost every QSL card you receive from DXpeditions
and many individual hams includes the logo of
NCDXF. Almost every expedition, both rare and semi-
rare, receives some funding from NCDXF. This is
because you, our members, continuc to provide their
support. If you have not contributed yet this year, please
consider doing so. If you have contributed, please think
about some additional funding before the end of the
year.

Thank you very much!

HAVE HAM EQUIPMENT YOU NO
LONGER NEED OR USE?

WHY NoOoT DONATE IT TO THE
FOUNDATION?

If you have any ham gear you no longer need, how
about donating it to NCDXF? The donation will
provide a U.S. taxpayer with a fax write-off and will
assist the Foundation in raising additional funds. When
the donaied equipment is sold, the revenue generated
will enhance NCDXF’s ability to support your
interest...DX!

¥ you have anything you are willing to donate, contact
us any way that is convenient for you. We will arrange
to get the equipment and issue you the written receipt
needed to comply with the IRS’s documentation
requirement.

Thanks for helping THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
DX FOUNDATION.

Chuck, N6OI
NCDXF’s Donated Equipment Manager and Board Membcr.
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Marquesas

The NCDXF appreciates each and every donation
it receives. As a matter of Board policy, no one is
precluded from membership regardless of the
amount given. We do, however, wish to particu-
larly recognize those donors who in 2001 contrib-
uted $100 or more:

$3000 or more
WBe6ZUC
$1000 or more

W60SP, K6RIM, Northern Califorma DX Club,
Southern California DX Club, N6TQS, and
WG6EEN.

$500 or more

W6EUF, K6ANP, W60AT, Anonymous, and
K6IPV.

$200 or more

Central Arizona DX Assn, K6UM, KI6T, NWGP,
WS5ZPA, W6RW, AAGIR, Redwood Empire DX
Association, K6TMB, K8GG, N1CYA, W6JZH,
and W6VTK.

$100 or more

W6WKE, Mother Lode DX/Contest Club - K6AO,
K7BV, N7DV, WA6TIM, AJ6V, K8DD, KE6ZSN,
KQ6RH, N6OYW, 14-10110, JAIEM, ADSA,
AGOAT, Delta DX Association, DJ7CY, DL2VPO,
HBYBFG, JRZKDN, K2PLF, K5KR, K6BTT,
K6FQ, K6GFJ, K6KR, K6MD, K6RK, K6SQL,
K6TA, KSHC, K9AJ, KA6C, KA6W, KG6S,
KI6WF, KQ6MW, LU2AH, N2JLK, N4JJ, N6AD,
N6FUP, N60OL, N6QI, N7NG, NI6T, OHOXX,
OK2BNC, OZ7SM, RZ3AA, WOGJ, WILW,
WIPNR, W2IGR, W4AI, W4DK, W4W]J,
W47ZRZ, W5WT, WSZE, W6EJJ, W6ISQ,
W6QEU, W6RT, W6SR, W7ACD, W7HUY,
W9CEOQ, WOUOM, WA60XK, and WK6E.
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QRY FROM NAURU AND KIRIBATI
By Mike Noertemann, DFSAN

It was a late summer day last year when I sat down at
my station and dreamed again of going to a rare DX
country. During the last few years 1 have been QRV
with a number of exotic callsigns: 9INIAN, T8BAN,
VB5SMN, XWEKPL/DFBAN, 5WI1AN, A35MN,
ZKI1FAN, V63AJ, 5VTMN and others. Once you are
on the other side of the pile-ups and have caught the
fever of working thousands of stations, you will never
forget these times. Each vear there should be some
new countries — that’s my way of life and | save every
dime to go back to DX-land.

Ilooked at the globe and found a place where we wanted
to go. We, that’s my YL Marianne and me. She isn’t a
ham so we have a gentlemen’s agreement: amateur
radio and relaxing — that will be okay.,

So T found Nauru, an eight kilometer long by three
kilometer wide island somewhere in the south Pacific.
It was hard to find any written travel guide about Nauru.
Nobody knows it — except radio amateurs and people
who know about the large phosphate fields in the middle
of the island. There was some information on the
internet and an airline, Air Nauru, which flies from
Sydney to the island. '

I thought our second QTH should be a much nicer place
for swimming, snorkeling and relaxing, so we decided
to go to Kiribati, too. I remember the Kiribati stand
there at the EXPO, the world’s exhibition at Hannover
last year. There was a lonely, small man who gave me
a brochure about his little islands, with a smile on his
face when he told me about white sand, colorful fishes
and friendly peoplc — far away from the tourism
industry.

Days and months passed without getting any answers
to my letters. Then, one week before leaving Germany,
Ireceived a letter from the Australian communications
authority including my VK2IFB callsign, the same one
which I had used in 1996.

We reached Sydney on 8§ March 2001 and booked a
flight to Nawru on 11 March. Three days in Sydney
meant visiting the famous opera, having some nice fish
meals at Wollongong, visiting the skyscrapers at
Darling Harbour and a couple of shortwave contacts
while preparing the station for the next two weeks.

On Sunday, 11 March, we went to the airport and
checked in at the Air Nauru counter. We were the only

fourists on that flight and one of the crew members
asked us what we wanted fo do at Nauru? Late that
night we landed at the Nauru international airport. A
warm wind blew, the temperature was about 25 degrees
Celsius and many stars shone brightly. Welcome to
the Pacific! :

Our QTH for the next three days was at Hotel Menen,
situated at Anabare Bay on the east coast of the island.
We arrived there at 02:30 a.m. and got a nice room
with a balcony on the first floor. Qutside there were
some tall palm trees and ample space for all of my long
wire antennas in each direction. This is a real nice
location, I thought, as 1 went to bed dreaming about
the first pile-up.

The next morning, I went to the Nauru
telecommunications office. The officer was surprised
to meet another ham and, because he hadn’t much to
do, he filled out my license and gave me C2Z1AN fora
fee of 2 Australian dollars. 1 was happy, and a little
later I was back at the hotel working on all the antennas.
It was a real antenna field: a long wire for 160m through
40m in a north-south direction for stateside contacts, a
trap dipole for 10m, 15m and 20m in an east-west
direction for the Europeans and 3 dipoles for the WARC
bands. And of course we installed a frap dipole for 6
meters,

I used the whole balcony as my radio shack. There
was no problem with the hotel staff as they had seen
many radio amatcurs before. They just wanted to know
where I would fix a beam....

Tt was 04:19 UTC when T called the first CQ on 17
meters. UAGLTI answered and gave me 599 and
wished me good luck with the DXpedition. Afiter that
contact, a huge pileup erupted calling me everywhere.
I went split operation up to 15 kHz just to identify ail
the stations. Hours later, the conditions changed and it
was time for the Japanese stations. It was fun to work
them: nearly no QRM, nice discipline and great ham
spirit. And of course, I reached them cverywhere, on
every band, for nearly 24 houss a day.

Eight hours later, at 12:14, the band closcd to JA and
opened again to EU. That is when a lonely US station
called me on 20m: NANQ. [ was surprised to reach the
east coast at this time and he was the first stateside
contact. I had the choice: shall I work EU or shall T
call stateside? I decided for the US boys and the log
filled with stations all over North America: KROG,
KO9GY, N4VV, WSWT.... east coast signals loud and
clear for the next hours,

B poecs |
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After that, 1 called EU again and had a QSO rate of
about 100 stations per hour. I closed that day at 16:39
UTC —that means 03:39 a.m. local time. I was so tired,
but happy and successful.

During the daylight hours, I always had a noise level
about S8 to 89. So we decided to rent a car and look
around the island. Nauru’s topside is a burning
wasteland of searing white rock, bizarre coral pinnacles
and ugly, deep pits. We went to the platean where it
was very hot and dusty; the phosphate mining fields
there looked like a moonscape. Most of the day-time
we spent swimming at Anabare Beach. In the
afternoon, at sunset time, I was back on the air.

Very often I tried 160 and 80 meters but without
success. I made no contacts on those two bands, and
even on 40 meters I reached just a foew Asian stations.
So, I spent most of the time on the WARC bands and
switched between CW and SSB nearly every hour.
Many stations got their two-mode contacts on two or
three bands in just a few hours and also the low power
stations had a chance to reach me.

On Thursday, 15 March, we left Nauru for Kiribati.
Our flight left at 05:00 a.m. local time and I was QRV
right until we had to leave. But we planned, on the
way back to Sydney, to return to Nauru for one more
night and I hoped to reach some more stations at that
time.

After a one hour flight over the Pacific we saw Tarawa
atoll. Kiribati is more a sprinkling of far flung coral
atolls than dry land and more deep blue ocean than
sandy beaches. And, of course, more coconut trees
than people. Tarawa, Kiribati’s capital, welcomes
travelers as rarely seen curios. We stayed at Hotel
Otintaai - a nice hotel situated directly at the lagoon.
Again, we had a nice room with a large balcony which
we changed into a radio shack right after our arrival. 1
liked to sit outside at the station and look down towards
the lagoon and see all the antennas. In the background
1 saw children playing in the sea, fishermen and their
boats and a windy breeze with warm 29 degrees C the
whole day.

A little later we took one of the mini-buses which circle
around the main islands every few minutes. The larger
islands are interconnected with small bridges and roads.
The outer islands can only be reached by boat.

We went to Betio Island, about 30 minutes by bus,
which is the capital town where all the ministries are
located. There we met Mote, T30MT who issues the
Kiribati amateur radio licenses. He is a real friendly

man and asked me which call I preferred. T asked for
T30AN and got it. Normally the license fee is 100
dollars for a one year period, but Mote laughed and
said it would be okay to get a one month license for a
one month fee. 1 paid the 8 dollars and got my call.

That evening 1 started calling CQ on 15 meters and
JF1CZQ, who gave me the first answer, was happy to
reach me from my new location. The band was open
in every direction. It was wonderful — HLS5XF
followed by W9XQ followed by RA3DEJ. Minutes
later I got a call from 9Y4VU. All stations were loud
and clear. All the antennas were doing a good job and
even on 80 meters I reached a lot of US stations. [ got
599 reports from WOYG and N4KG on that band with
just my simple long wire.

We had a wonderful time on Tarawa taking boat trips
to the outer 1slands and seeing colorful corals and reef
fishes. We were invited by some locals to go watch
the young girls perform native dances.

The days and nights passed quickly and then one day |
got a message from Air Nauru saying that we should
visit them. A friendly young girl told us our flight to
Nauru had been canceled. Of course they have just
one airplane so there was no other chance to fly back
on the schedule we had booked. But there were some
free seats on the 23 March flight going to Sydney. 1
was a little sad that I lost one day and night in Nauru
because [ had told many stations I would be back in
Nauru on 22 March to work them. Unfortunately, we
had no other choice, but we did get one day more in
T30. That day, I was on the air nearly non-stop. On
Friday, 23 March we left Kiribati, an island with
friendly people who opened their hearts to us. We will
never forget those days at Tarawa, a small atoll in the
vastness of the Pacific.

Special thanks to my main sponsors, the Northern
California DX TFoundation, thc BEuropean DX
Foundation and the Clipperton DX Club, for their
support.
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- D68C Comoros DXpedition

By: Steve Wilson, G3VMW

Did you work the D68C DXpedition fo the Comoro
Istands? This amazing DXpedition by the British Five
Star DXers Association made a total of 168,731 QS0s,
a new world record. Steve G3VMW was one of the
D68C team and he gives the low down on the
expedition here.

Latakia, Syria:

In mid-2000, I got a mysterious email from fellow D68C
team member John G3WGYV asking me if 1 would be
interested in joining a DXpedition, probably to Latakia, Syria
YK. At this point, the exact details of the expedition were
still very much in negotiation. However, the core group of
the DX pedition were the guys who had been to Spratly Island
as IMOIC in 1998 and they had formed the Five Star DXers
Association. Wow! You bet I was interested. When could
we go - next week please?

After a week or two, it was decided that Syria was not to be.
There was already an operation planned by a tcam from the
USA (YK9A) at exactly the time we were planning to go
{February 2001). The Syrian authorities required that we
limit our group to a small team of only 12 and operate from
the Syrian Telecommunications building in central
Damascus, which wasn’t what we had in mind. Much
research followed and the Comoro Islands, D68 were chosen
as the destination. High on the ‘Wanted List’ in the USA
and many other parts of the world, D68 looked like a pretty
good location for a DXpedition.

Below: The D68C team photograph

The Crew:

D68C was no ordinary DXpedition — right from the start,
our aim was to beat the world DXpedition record of 96,000
QS0s set by the ZI1.9CI crew. There would be 26 operators
from G, GU, DL, JA, PA@, SM, UT, W, 5B4 and 9H. Every
operator invited to join the DXpedition had to be sponsored
by a member of the core planning team and preferably be
known personally by at least two other team members. It is
very important to have team players on a DXpedition.
Personal conflicts between team members must be avoided
at all costs. It is all too easy for arguments to flare up when

so many people are confined together in such close
proximity. We also decided to invite 17 year-old Mark
M@ADXR, Mark is a very keen DXer and is the RSGB 2001
Young Amateur of the Year. Mark was able to raise all the
funds he needed through sponsorship. The savvy leaders of
this DXpedition chose the crew wisely, and to my knowledge
there were absolutely no personality problems. We all had
a great time.

The crew for the DXpedition was Don G3BJ, George
5SB4AGC, Neville G3INUG , Marios SB4WN, Mike G3SED,
Jetff9H1EL, Steve G3VMW, Jens DL7AKC, John G3WGYVY,
Kazu JAIRIU, Don G3XTT, Taizo JAIAER, Steve G4IVG,
John N7CQQ, Nigel G4KIU, Rob PEISPE, Justin G4TSH,
Hawk SM5AQD, Tim G4VXE, Victor UTSLL, Bob
GUAYOX, Maury W3EF, Tony GOOPB, Wes W3WL,
Shaun M@BIL, and Mark M@DXR.

Team Leader on the DXpedition was Neville, G3ANUG, ably
assisted by Don G3BJ and John G3WGYV as deputy leaders.
The management style on the DXpedition was informal and
relaxed, but everyone was left in no doubt as to what they
had to do. We had daily team meetings at 2pm to discuss
the pilot’s reports and the operating rotas. These were fun
mectings with a lot of pleasant banter interspersed with the
real business of the day.

Preparation & planning equals peak performance:

The level of preparation and planning that went into the
DXpedition is quite amazing. Core team members were
allocated “Kingdoms” to deal with different tasks. For
example, Don G3BJ handled human resource issues and
licensing. Neville G3INUG dealt with the logistics of getting
all the gear from the UK to the Comoros — all 3,000 kg!
Steve G4JVG was in charge of photography, fund raising
and sponsorship for the DXpedition. Don G3XTT dealt
with marketing and publicity - you may have seen the very
informative bulletins he issued to the DX press. Tony
GOOPB dealt with all RF issues and station constriction.
Mike G3SED dealt with all the antenna specifications and
the layout on-site. John G3WGV had the unenviable tasks
of handling the finances, writing the DXpedition manuai
and dealing with the computer technology. John also
produced a color prospectus to atiract commercial sponsors
to offset some of the massive costs.

With a DXpedition of this size, we needed sponsors to help
with equipment, antennas, shipping, QSL cards, etc. The
list is endless. Without those sponsors, the D68C
DXpedition would not have happened. Yaesu and Force 12
deserve particular mention. Yaesu supplied us six FT-
1000MP Mk V transceivers and six VL-1000 solid-state
1kW lincar amplifiers. Force 12 provided the monobanders
and the 80m 4-Square arrays. Please check the list of our
sponsors on the official D68C web site: www.dxbands.com/
comoros. Here you can also see many more pictures of the
DXpedition and read much more about D68C.

|
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Logistics:

Three tonnes (3,000 kilos) of equipment were shipped to
Moroni by sea-going container prior to the DXpedition.

Packing the steel container was a major job and several team
members kindly gave up two or three of their weekends to
make sure everything was packed safely and securely. The
container arrived in the Comoro Islands just a few wecks
before we got there on February 6th.

Antenna Fests:

All the antennas were built, tuned and tested before shipping
at weekly “Antenna Fests” held at G3NUG’s house in
Hertfordshire. The support masts were built then dismantled
and all the guy wires were pre-cut and color coded to save
time in D68. Miles of coaxial cable was terminated with
PL-259 plugs and was then coiled up into 50m or 100m
lengths. The Ethernet computer network was thoroughly
tested and the customised G3IWGV Turbolog logging
software fully de-bugged.

Site Survey:

Back in September 2000, Don G3BJ (ex-G30ZF) visited
the Comoros specifically to carry out a site survey. His
mission was to check out the Galawa Beach hotel on the
north west coast of Grande Comoro Island as a prospective
site for the DXpedition. Don sfayed at the hotel for a few
days and took many hours of detailed video footage of the
operating site and proposed antenna locations. The
managemeni at the Galawa Beach were very helpful and
allocated us five beach bungalows, well away from the main
hotel block. There was plenty of space for the antenna farm,
although the ground was very hostile, consisting of loose
velcanic rock, often covered with very sharp thorm bushes.
Don’s survey video was invaluable, since it gave everyone
a very clear perspective of what to expect in the Comoros.

DXpedition Manual:

A comprehensive “DXpedition Manual” was written by John
G3WGV and put “on-line’ for all team members to revicw.
Why have a DXpedition Manual? Well, with a DXpedition
of this size, it just becomes too complex for individuals to
know everything about it. The solution is a DXpedition
Manual — all items of useful information are held together
in one place and are made available to DXpediiion members
before the operation starts. The D68C DXpedition Manual
ran to 145 pages of information — right down to a detailed
equipment inventory. It was an invaluable source of
information and, for me, became cssential reading.

Malaria:

As the time to leave for the Comoros grew closer, the D68C
team members got the necessary injections for all manner
of nasty tropical diseases and started taking the essential
anti-malarial drugs a weck or so before leaving. Malaria
prevention is essential when visiting this part of the world.
The mosquitoes carry a particularly nasty strain of imalaria,

(Falciparum) which is resistant to the more traditional anti-
malarial prophylaxis such as Chloroquine and Proguanil.
The drugs of cheice are Mefloquine (Larium) and
Doxycycline — my preferred anti-malarial. I've been to some
pretty nasty places, but those Comoro mosquitoss were the
most persistent I've ever encountered. After the first day
of antenna rigging, my legs were covered in mosquito bites!

About the Comoro Islands:

The Islamic Republic of the Comoros is situated in the Indian
Ocean, between Mozambique and Madagascar. The islands
cover 2236 sq lun and have a population approaching
700,000, Although independent, there are still many links
with France.

There are three large islands and some small coral islets. In
1974, the three main islands, Grande Comore, Anjouan and
Moheli voted to become independent from France.,
However, the fourth island, Mayotte, decided to remain as
part of France,

Situated in the tropics, the climate is always warm, with the
hot, wet season running from November to May. The rest
of the year is dryer and cooler. The climate is excellent for
tourism, and the main island has holiday hotels, with air
services from South Africa and other neighboring countries.
The island community is
very poor and the
Comoros government is
interested in further
developing its tourism
industry.

We had a pretty relaxing

time in Mauritius, which
" is a beantiful place, before
~ leaving the next morning

for an Air Tanzania flight

to Moroni. Thankfully,
there were no further problems and we tock our first good
look at the Comoro Islands as we taxied over the island at
about 5,000fi. Grande Comore Island looked very green
and was alimost entirely covered in palm trees. You could
clearly see the tiny Comoran villages with houses made of
concrete blocks and corrugated iron. Not a skyscraper or
tenement block in site. The cloud swathed volcanic peak of
Mt Karthala dominated the skyline and there was much
evidence of recent volcanic activity. Huge craters pockmark
the surface of the island and solidified lava, which has long
since coocled, has lefi wide swathes of desolation, cutting
through the jungle like giant motorways as they cascade
into the Ocean.

Building the stations and antennas:

Tony, GAQOPB, John G3WGV and Tim G4VXE set to work
building the stations and installing the computer network in
the beachside bungalows that we had been allocated. I don’t
think these guys slept for three days. The rest of us got the
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antennas and masts ready for the 6am start beckoning us
the next day. [ was allocated the task of erecting the 17m 4-
clement monoband beam on a 401t scaffold mast. This was
described as Project 9 in the DXpedition manual and there
was a comprehensive parts inventory and a “how to” so it
was hard to go wrong.

Next morning we were up bright and early. Dawn comes
suddenly in the Comoros and by 6am it was fully light. All
the rigging crews were ready to start a long day of building
antennas. | was working with Justin G4TSH and Rob
PE9PE. Oneslight problem was the weather — it was raining
heavily! There was nothing for it but to get on with the job
in hand - rain or otherwise. Most of us worked in just shorts
or swimming trunks and just ignored the rain. You didn’t
notice it after a while and it was pleasantly cool.

Before long, completed aerials started to appear on the
skyline and we had the distinction of getting our 17m
monobander up in the air first! This was more of a tribute
to Justin’s skills than my own, but we all felt quite pleased,
It stopped raining for a while and we learned quickly that
this was feeding time for the mosquitoes. Before I knew i,
my legs looked like a relief map of the Pyranees with all the
mosquito bites. The trick was to get some clothes on very
quickly if it stopped raining. We soon learned! For the
next three days, it rained continuously, but everyone worked
on stoically and gradually the massive antenna farm was
finished. We installed 17 antennas at D68C.

The 87ft Titanex vertical, which was right on the beach,
fooked particularly loud and proud. You could sense the
excitement when the decision was made to hit the bands
that evening at midnight local with eight stations. The
stations were now close to completion —- 20m and 6m in one
bungalow; 15m and 40m in another; 80m and 10m in the
third, then 160m and the WARC stations in the last one.
G3IWGV's logging server was working beautifulty and each
operating position had a Compag laptop PC with a full-size
keyboard plus a Heil Pro-Set and Bencher paddle. The shift
rotas were drawn up and [ was allocated 40m CW from
0400 local time or 0100 GMT. Better get showered, have
something to eat and then grab a few hours sleep!

The QSO machine:

I read that ZS6EZ worked us on six bands in just 15 minutes.
Operating at D68C was an awesome experience during the
first 24 hours. The pile-ups were enormous and it seemed
like the whole world wanted to work us. D68C must have
been everywhere and judging by the pile-ups, no one had
noticed that EA3BT and his XYL had just finished their
D68BT and D6EWL DXpedition from the very site we were
now operating from! When that one was announced, it
would be fair to say that we were not highly amused.

In the first 24 hours, we made 16,412 QS0s, which is about
2,000 more than the previous world record held by the
FO@AAA Clipperion crew. John N7CQQ was the
FOUAAA DXpedition leader and we wondered what he

thought as he helped D68C pass the old record. N7CQQ
said he was the luckiest man alive because he had been
present on both these DXpeditions.

Our peak hourly QSO rate in the first 24-hour period was
1,616 80s per hour, G3IWGV’s amazing DXpedition log
server let us analyse the QSO rates in real time, After every
operating shift, most of us made a point of looking in at the
server room to see how the QSO rates were doing. John
had thought of everything and it was a bit like Mission
Control at NASA in that room. It was easy to check QSO
numbers by band, by mode, by operator, by absolute total
and you could watch the on-duty operators’ QSO rates in
real time.

We operated 24/7 in four hour shifts, usually with a
maximum of two shifts a day, but sometimes only one. You
could get exira operating slots by signing up for time on
one of the WARC stations and this is what I did whenever
possible.

The QSOs just kept coming and we could hear just about
anything on HF, where there was absolutely no man-made
QRM. One notable 24 MHz QSO for me was with G3XIS
who was running just 200mW into a 2m collinear, Tony
G@OPB was on 29 MHz FM one day and worked a guy in
Los Angeles who was standing in a bus queuve using a small
hand-held transceiver. After a week or so, it was obvious
that we had worked through the first layer of QRO stations
and we were now working people with lower power and
smaller aerials. There were many G callsigns in the log that
none of us had heard before and we were delighted to work
quite a few M35 and 2E@ callsigns.

On LF, it was a different story and the QRN levels from
local thunderstorms sometimes made operating quite
difficuit, especially on SSB. Nevertheless, the rates were
good, particularly on 40m, which for me is easily the best
band. We found out after a few days that the 80m 4-Square
wasn’t working too well and that the big Titanex wvertical
was about 10dB louder. We never properly solved the
problem of the 80m 4-Square, but we think the problem
was in the phasing lines.

One of the phasing lines on the 40m 4-Square broke down
and started arcing one night when 1 was operating. The
sparks caused all sorts of QRM to the guys operating on the
other bands who let me know very quickly with some
colourful “TALK™ messages on the network. Tony G@JOPB
and I fixed the problem the next day, which turned out to be
a faulty coaxial phasing line that someone had stood on.
The only other equipment problem I’'m aware of was the
failure of our 6m linear amplifier. The rectifier stack in the
PSU exploded on switch-on and we had to ‘borrow’ one of
the Yaesu VL-1000 amplifiers from one of the HF stations.
Luckily, we had brought a couple of spare HF amplifiers
with us and an old Heathkit SB-200 was quickly pressed
into service.

|
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Hawk SMS5AQD was only with us for the first nine days
and he really maximized his time at D68C by operating
whenever there was a station free. Hawk could often be
seen sitting on the terrace of the operating bungalows waiting
for a chance to find a free operating position. He worked
more stations on SSB during that first week than anyone
else. Hawk has the most infectious lavgh and when he got
back home to Sweden, he was eager to work us. Just to
wind him up we gave him a 3 by 3 report, even though he
was 40dB over 89 with us. [ can hear that ‘AQD laugh
coming back to us even now and, of course, we were falling
about just killing ourselves with laughing.

The days went by quickly as we settled down to life at the
(Galawa Beach hotel. The shift rota system for operating
worked reasonably well, although I felt the allocations could
have been more fairly distribuied for HF operating. That is
my only negative comment about the entire DXpedition and,
to be fair, I found the LF and WARC bands to be a great
place to operate.

We tried hard to balance the number of CW and SSB QS0s
and after a week or so; we started operating on RTTY and
PSK31 to give the data modes a fair airing. John G3IWGV
had managed to integrate UT2UZ’s MixW32 RTTY and
PSK31 program to work with Turbolog and this is what we
used to great effect.

10m FM:

We rigged a second 10m antenna {a Cushcraft A3S) about
400m away from the main 10m yagi. To our delight, we
found that we could operate two stations on [0m at the same
time, without QRM. Usually we operated SSB and CW,
but one day Rob PESPE decided to try 10m FM. What a
revelation this was! We were amazed what we could work
on FM and it was wonderful to listen to the beautiful audio
quality on that mode. Rob made it his mission and he worked
literally thousands of stations all over the world. Rob speaks
about six different languages and it was great fun to listen
to him changing rapidly from English to Dutch or to French.
One of the most amusing things I heard was Kazu JAIRJU
talking to other JA stations on SSB, but in English! We are
not sure why he did this, but it was privilege to hear it all
the same.

100K 050s:

‘We reached the milestone figure of 100K QSOs after about
eight days of operation. Tim G4VXE actually made QSO
number 100,000 and we decided that we should celebrate
with champagne. For two hours, at around 8pm that day,
we closed all the stations down and cveryone headed for
the hotel restaurant where twenty bottles of champagne
were chilling nicely in a large icebox. The atmosphere was
incredible — like we had won the lottery or something!
Everyone was laughing, joking and savouring the moment.
We took hundreds of photographs and videoed the whole
event for posterity. Needless Lo say, we polished off the

twenty bottles of champagne and a few dozen Castle lagers
during that very enjoyable session.

Le Galawa Beach Hotel:

The Galawa Beach hotel has hosted many previous D68
DXpeditions, including D68UY, D6SKV, D68BW and the
Spanish expedition that finished just a week before we
arrived. Now under South African ownership, this delightful
hotel, first opened in 1988, is a great choice to operate a
DXpedition.

Located right on the white coral beaches of Mitsamiouli on
the north west coast of Grande Comoro, the hotel is in an
idyllic location. After the first few days of heavy rain, the
sun came out every day and we joined the rest of the
holidaymakers tazing around the pool or on the beach during
our non-operating periods. We had temperatures of arcund
32° C on most days, although it was sometimes very humid
and sticky.

ARRL DX CW Contest:

Prior to the DXpedition starting it was decided that we would
put an entry for D68C in the ARRL DX CW contest. Maury
W3EF was the organiser of the event and so a small Comoran
Contest Club was formed. I was invited to operate in the
contest, along with Justin G4TSH, Don G3XTT and Maury
W3EF (also GAUHK of GB7DXH fame). We decided to
enter the Multi/2 section, which means multi operator with
just two transmitters. Tony G@OPB worked hard to divert
aerials into the operating bungalow designaied for the
contest. John G3WGV set up the logging computers with
KI1EA’s CT, especially for the ARRL contest. The rest of
the D68C team made a big effort on the WARC bands over
the contest weekend and they allowed us to use all the non-
WARC monobanders and LF 4-Squares for the 48-hour
duration of the contest.

During the 9M@C DXpedition, there was a great deal of
criticism from the USA because 9IMOC didn’t participate
in the ARRL DX CW Contest. This was the main reason
why a conscious effort was taken to do so from D68C. It
was not a popular decision and we felt rather guilty about
not being able to work the rest of the World during that
weekend. We had a great time in the coniest and made
around 4,554 QS0s, for a new African Multi/2 record. The
only downside with the ARRL DX Contest is that you can
only work USA and Canada stations. [ found it quite
distressing fo be called by non-USA stations seemingly
desperate for a QS0. Unfortunately, we couldn’t even log
anything but W and VE stations on our CT logging system
and I must apologize if you called us and we were unable to
give you a much-needed QS0. The upside was a thousand
extra unique callsigns in the log and the huge number of
WARC band QSOs the others made!

160 & 80m:

The Titanex was a very impressive performer on these iwo
bands and after the disappointing performance of our 80m
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4-Square, we combined the 80 and 160m stations into one.
We had a good selection of beverage antennas, pointing in
all directions and these proved to be worth every ounce of
effort expended in rigging them. Without those beverages
and the Pennant RX antenna on I60m, we would have been
hard pushed to hear anything but the loudest of signals. The
QRN levels were reduced considerably by the use of the
beverages on RX. One beverage became particularly well
camouflaged with a heavy swathe of vine rapidly growing
along part of its length after just a few days of rain then the
hot Comoran sun.

One unexpected effect of having the Titanex and the
extensive radial earth mat right on the beach was the shift
in resonance between high and low tides. In particular, the
tide made a big difference in resonance on 80m, which
necessilated some retuning of ATU at the base of the vertical.

Mike G3SED did much of the 160m operating. Night after
night, Mike braved the weak signals, the heavy QRN and
very slow QS0 rates to provide 160m Q8Os to the deserving.
Justin G4TSH and Victor UT8LL finished up a great job on
[60m when Mike left for home. One memorable evening,
at our sunset, you couldn’t get the smile off Justin’s face
when he worked two KH6s in quick succession on 160m. [
had a couple of 160m shifts and they were massively hard
work, One morning, at our dawn, I was rewarded with a
wonderful opening to the USA east coast. For 20 minutes,
160m was full of loud Ws, but as the sun came up sharply
over the horizon, they disappeared like a tap being turned
off. By contrast, 80m was a lot easier than 160m and we
were able to make nearly 6,000 QS0s with somc excellent
{150+ per hour) run rates during the first week of the
operation.

Six Meters:

We rigged a six element Cushcraft yagi for 6m on top of a
40ft mast. It was originally intended to have a 6-over-6
array, buf in the event, we could only manage get up a single
6-element because of trees obsiructing the larger array. Kazu
JAIRJU is an incredibly dedicated 6m operator and he
manned the 6m station as much as his other operating shifis
allowed. We set up the 50 MHz beacon and listcned and
listened. 6m didn’t offer the big openings into Europe that
we had hoped for, but nevertheless we were able to work
many stations in Southern Evrope and North Africa, as well
as across into Japan, Hong Kong and other parts of Asia.
Sadly, we were unable to work any G stations on 6m, but
finished with a creditable 405 QSOs on the “magic band’.

RTTY & PSK31:

We held back with RTTY, as demand on the other modes
was so high, but once started, we put over 4,000 QSOs in
the log (a good thousand or so higher than any previous
DXpedition), along with over 1,000 QSOs on PSK.

Time to Leave:

The D68C operators had a choice of 9, 16 or 23 days on the
island. I had opted for the 16-day package and the time just
went by in a blur. Marios 5SB4WN was the last crew member
to join us, and he arrived about two days before a lot of us
were leaving for the UK. You will have heard Marios during
the last week, especially on 28 MHz, SSB where he found
plenty of Q80Os.

By now, the pile-ups by now had died down considerably
and we did a lot of CQing on the bands. 1 even found myself
operating on SSB, which for me was a new experience on a
DXpedition. Wow! I never knew SSB could be so much
fun.

Movroni — 22" February:

Nine of us bid our fond farewells to the rest of the crew on
the 22* February and we piled our suitcases on the tiny
hotel coach waiting to take us to the airport. As the coach
careered along the winding Comoran roads and through the
village of Mitsamiouli in yet another tropical rainsiorm, we
narrowly missed seemingly suicidal goats as they grazed
on the good grass at the roadside. As we sped past, curious
locals stared at us in mock disbelict and smiling children
waved their goodbyes to us. Boarding the flight to Mauritius,
we all mused about life ever getting back to normal again.

Once I got home, one of the first things I did was switch the
rig on and check the bands for D68C. [ managed 16 QSOs
on eight bands in the next 24 hours. Of course, by then the
pile-ups were virtually non-existent, so it was a lot easier
than the start of the DXpedition. Nigel, G4KIU who also
returned home at the same time as me, got to work on the
D68C web page almost immediately adding operating
pictures and DXpedition data.

The DXpedition was supported by AASXE Dale (6m Pilot),
BRS 32525 Bob (SWL QSL Manager), G3NOM Ray (Far
East Pilot), G3SWH Phil (QSL Manager), G3WRO Keith
{Logistics), G3ZAY Martin (Chief Piiot), G4KIU Nigel
(Webmaster), G4ZFE Richard (EU Q80O Server), and N1DG
Don (NA Pilot and QSO Server).

OS5I Managers:

Phil Whitchurch G3SWH, 21 Dickensons Grove,
Congresbury, Bristol, BS19 SHQ, England. For SWLs: Bob
Treacher BRS 32525, 93 Elibank Rd, Eltham, London SE9
1QJ, England.

Our thanks to all those who called us. We had great fun —
we hope you did too! Thanks also to our sponsors without
whom D68C could never have happened. Thanks too to the
support team and to our wives and girlfriends — some of us
were away for almost four weeks. We will be sending
Certificates of Appreciation to all who sponsored the D68C
DXpedition.

-
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26. Peter |, 1987, video from JATARW.

26. 1979 Spratly Is. DXpedition, by KASMX, K1MM, VKZBJL, N20O, NAWW & KP2A,

‘ SL{DE SHOWS AND VIDEOS 27. 1988 Malyj Vysoiskij 1s., OH2BH, UZ3AU, OHSNZ, URZAR, OHZRF, UW3AX. (23 mins.).

28. IWADX & IWSCW by HASWA, HASPP, HASBBC, Nov. 1988, Produced by W4BRE.

. . . ; . 29. Aruba, PAGV, CQ WW Test 1988. {12 Mins.).

Clubs borrowing materials are responsible for postage in both direc 30, A Message From Barry Goldwater, K7UGA. (12 mins.).

tions. The amount can be learned from the postage on the package 31, Navassa of 1988, by N2EDF, K28G, KE4VU, KDZNT, NAGNR, KT2Q & W3GH. (38 mins.).
: : ; 32, Rhodes, SV5, by NZOO & SVBAA, April 1989. (40 mins.).

when it comes to you, and is usually about $3.20. Please give the name; 33 \az11. Howtand 1., 1988, by NB1Z, 7J3AAB, TRBJLD, VKENS & VKINL. (20 mins.).

of your club, the day of the month you meet, and more than onc choice]  34. Basing ARC al he Electronic Convention and Great Wall Of China. {audio tape for VHS,

: : : 30 mins.).
of programs in case thereis greaF dei.nand for Fhe item you want. Please) 3 \'c e DXpecition to Tangancxde Is., a spoof. (30 mins.).
retumn all material promptly, so it will be available for others. Requesf  36. Tuvalu, 1989, by KEEDV & AL1AMO. {27 mins.).

; _ . s- 37. Visalia Convention of 1990, recorded by WEBNLG. (2 hours).
should be mailed to: Ron Steiner, K6KEO, 3154 Dominic Dr., Castrgy 54 Ratuma, 1988, copy of the slide show bby Jim Hurt, WGG & Henry Owen WAVWA. (73

Valley, CA 94546 mins.). _
i 30. YWACW & XWBDX, 1983, by HASPP & HASWA, Produced by WABRE. (27 mins.).

We have the following slide shows i 40, XUBCW & XUBDX, 1890, by HASPP & HASWE, Froduced by WABRE. (25 mins.).

1. Kingman Reef and Palmyra Is. Expedition of 1974. (148 slides). 41, All China Amateur Radio Direction Finding Compatition, plus BY1PK. (32 mins.).

2. KSYY frica of 1978, (62 slides). _ 42. ZSBMI, by ZSEPT, parlial copy of the slide show. (40 mins.).

3. The Colvins on Easter, Galapagos, San Andreas, els., 1984. (140 slides). 3. Jim Smith, AS1JS, visils the Bay Area, videotaped by by WABBXY. {80 mins.).

4. WBREC & ZLIAMO on Kermadec, 1984. (58 slides). _ 44. ROZFINNTA, NNTD & WTYS, August 1989, Lake Teletskoye, Siberia. {30 mins.).

5. AHEIC {Saipan), COWW Contest Op, 1983, by WABVEF & NGBT. (82 slides). 25. VU7, Lagnative fo. 1954, (85 wins .

©. 1985, Clipperton Expedition. (191 slides}. 46. VU4, Andaman ls., 1987, by Combatore Radio Club. (30 mins.).

7. Panape ts., by NGHR, fravelogue, (81 slides}. 47. 3Y5X Expedition, 1989, Video by JF1IST. (In Japanese, good photography, 35 mins.).

8. Pribilof Is. opsration of 1982. (48 slides). 48. VRBTC speaks to the Turlack ARC, 18191, VHS by KEIMN. (125 mins.).

9. Midway, by NABT & KD7P, 1985. (120 slides). _ 49. 1990 Welrld Radiosport Team Chamgionships in Seatlle. {25 mins.),

10. Anarctica, Arctowski, Fatmer, Peter |, Macquarie stns.. (101 slides). 50. ICOM's More Than Radios, The Legacy We Leave To The Young. (25 mins>).

11, VRG, Pitcaim, Mar.[Apr., 1979, by ZL1AMO & ZLIADI. {51 slides). 51, T33R-T33T. Banaba, Nov. 1990, SM7PKK, TE3CW & OHIRY. (22 mins.).

12. SMPAGD 1952. Pacific DXped. 1982. {1 5.0 slides). 52. This Is ATV, by Western Washington AT Saciety & Seeing Is Believing, by AEA. (47 mins.}.

13' _’#gﬁ' g““{'"dg béﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ%‘é&s;iﬂf&es)' 53. New Horizan: South Pacific Adventure, by AABLF. (55 mins.).

T . by ONERT. by K.Zl(JO y 980)'(52 ides) 54. YB3ASQ: Indonasian Stations and Sightseelng, by W7TSQL. (25 mins.).

o 3 Mo Ly FOEYS & Fatil: of 1064 (45 dides ;5255 );l::;_ )of 1980, by JHARHF, XE10H, XE1XA, OH28H, WERGG, XE1L, OH2BU & N7NG.

17. 5X5, Uganda, by DJBS| of 1985. (115 slidss), 56. ET2A, by W4IBB, Jack Reeves, May 1991. (12 mins.).

18. Market Reef, July 1983, PAGGAMIOREIONZ. (100 slides). 57. IS@XV, by UW3R, et al, July 1990. (35 mins. or a 2 hour version, your cheice),

19. KXEDS, Marshall Is., 1986. (34 slides). ‘ ;
20. Andorra, by DLTHBT, DL3HAH, DLSBAD, DLABBO, DL4BAH, 1986. (50 slides). gg' ;?:Eg:\j\?g:ﬁ:gbn;ﬁg&& &Nﬂ'éﬁgxh’]ub of Spain. (20 mins.)

21. 1886, Chipperton, by WESZN, WEOAT, AIBY, N7NG, WERGG. (176 slides). 60. Araucaria DX Group, Brazil, Contest Station and Operaters. (30 mins.).

22. Pefer | k5., 3Y by LAMEE & LA2GV, 1987. (127 siides). &1, 9L1US, by Dave Hall, K8MN, ed. by Jim Hurt, West GA. College & WAVWA, {45 mins.).

23. KP2N, 1986, COWW DX CW Contest. (55 stides). 62. Dave Heil. KSMN visits Finland. edited by Ji N
. X B N y Jim Hurt & Henry Owen, W4VWA, (35 mins.).
24. OFSMA, Market Reef, 1987, SM5AQD, GM3YOR, CHENA, G4EDG, G4JVG, (28 slidas), 63. Penguin Is., 1990, from a slide show by N7NG, Wayne Mils, produced by MoBre, (15

25. Abu All, AISAA, by DJESE, 1938. (65 slides). mins.)
28. XX9CW, by DK7PE, 1986. {16 slides). 64 F“'J'QW 1990, Spifi " " . .
. X i , Spirit Of Victery, Radic Team Finland, produced by WA7LNW, (48 mins.).
27. 1988, Palmyra, by KOAJ, KP2A, WAZMOE, WIBRLX, FEEXY, JASDQH. (30 mins.}. 65. Empire OF The Air: The Men Who Made Radio, recorded by KIGYB. (110 mins.).
28. 1988, Kingman Reef, by the above operators. {96 slides, 28 mins.,). 66. Contast Night Live, by the Kansas City DX Glub. (30 mins.).

20, 1888, 4U, KC4, VKBY, VKBX, and 9VI, by WISW. (73 slidas}. . . n x .
30, Banaba ls., T33JS, T30 & T27, by KNGJVKONS. (80 slides, 80 mins.). gg 3§?§N’§73%a§ﬁ.'“3§3§&§”.3 Z;‘;‘:i:ga '(“{SD;‘ig_‘;f" {30 mins.).

31. XF4L, by XE1L, XE10H, XE1XA, OH2BH, OH28L), JH4RHF, WERGG & N7NG. {40 mins.). 69, H44, May 1991, by G3WVG, GIIXT & GISXW. {12 mins.).

32. Publishing The DX Bullewsbsyzﬁho;ﬂaﬂaﬁs {24 mins.). 70. VP2EOH, Anguilla Is., by Northern Ohio DXA, 1992. 29 mins.).
33. Rotuma, 1988 slides, by WGSZN, (73 mins.}. ) 71. T32T, Christmas s, WEX SSB Test, Mar. 1990, namated by VP2ML & video by JHILBR.
34. 4J1FS, MV Is., 1989, with Finn, Soviet & American DXers, by K7JA. (18 mins.}. 72, VPBESI, South Sandwich, 1992. (26 mins.).

35. Z58MI, Marion Is., by Pefer Sykora, ZS6PT. (60 mins.). . N .

36, V63-KCB-P29, Micronesia/Melanesia, 1989, by KQIF & K1XM. (20 mins.). Znei'ﬁ:‘l)ore About Radics, Zman Productions, {(How To Get Started In Amateur Radia}). (28
37. YL DXped to Wallis Is., June 1989, by NM?NI N7HAT, N4DDK, KAGMX. {20 mins.). 74 N‘e;vassa Is., Jan, 1952, by WAADAN, AAVK, NGTO, KW2P & AAINC. (25 mins.).

38, A51JS, Bhutan, by VKNS, Jim Sm_nh. (60 mins.). 75. Gelting Started In DXing, by CQ Communications, Inc.. {52 mins.).

39. HC8X, Galapagos, by KQUF. (34 mznt_;.). 76. The Radio Ham, staming Tony Hancock, English comedy. {26 mias.).

40. Faroe Is., May 1991, by NGHR. (28 mins.). 77. Project Irma: The DX Truth-O-Meter, Northem Cal. DX Gonvention, 1993. (25 mins.).
41. Palmyra 5., KPGAZ, 1963, by WEFAY. {c 1 haur). 78, ZLODX, Aucklard Is., by ZL1OK, ZLIAVC, ZLZTPY, JH4RHE & JRADUW. (28 mins.).
42. VKIWW-VKONLIW, Wilis 5., Oct 1992, by Jim Srith, VKONS. (36 mirs.) 79, CYBDXK, Aug. 1969, Sable Isfand by the Breten DX Group. (18 mins.).

43. $2-Bangladesh, 1992, by Jim Smith, VKANS. {26 mins.). Y H .
44, Christmas Is., 1392, VKOXN-VKIXM, by WSKNE. (50 mins.). icilﬁ:?li-KCG P29, by KQ1F & K1XM, slide copy by Jim Hurl & Harmy Owen, W4VWA. (25

45, Jarvis, KHE, 1992, by WABALUE. (45 mins.}. . .

g1, Desechao, KPS, 199273, with KW2P, NETG, WAJDAN, WERJU & AAJVK. (28 mins.).
46 Kingman Reef, 1663, byNSNS, VESRA, NGAFW, OZILFG, PASDZN, PAGERA. @0rmins.)| o pacs Bt 0 May 31 - June 10, 1993, by LAGVM, LAEE, JF1IST, LASDL AT, (}17
47. Palmyra, 1993, by GOLMX, HBOAHL, NHBUY, HDBBAEE, WFKNT, GIIGHZ. (32 mins.). | - 307 EMUe 1993, ' ' :

43. Mellish Raef, 1993, by VchRR GSWGV KEVT, VT3C, WAA4DAN, VKZBJL VK2BEX & 83. AH1A, Howland Is., 1993, by ONGTT, WEIRLX, KOAJ, WECP, KEEU, WaIXX, K4UEE,

P29DX. (25 mins.) _ FGEXY & GALJF (45mins.)

49. Dominica, 1993 by NBEK & KBSVVX, {40 mins,

o o AT oy Roat 1685, by NiBT (5),5 s 94, G141, Ghana, by PAIAWW. PASFUE, PASFUE, PASERA, PASDEW & PABTUKC (5
51. HABAA narated by Bruce Buller, WEOSP 85, GM@S, Spratly Islands, 1993, N7NG, WASAUE, OHBDO, JASDQH, OH1NYP, SVIYW,
52. 3B7RF, Saint Brandon 1988 {38 mins.) 9M2FK, OHPMAK znd OHZBH. (30 mins.).

86, Journey to Peter |, 1894, (30 mins.).

We have the following VHS programs 87, ZDOSXW, Tristan da Cunha, 1994, by GISXW. (18 mins.).

. 88. Last Voice From Kuwait, 9K2DZ. (25 mins.).
XUISS (plus BVDYL & BVEA). (35 mins.). . 89. Malyj Vysotskij Istand, 4J1FM / 41FW, Oclober 1982, by AHEW ex 4J1FM. (43 mins.)
7J1RL, Expedilicn of 1976 & 1978, (includes ZK9ZR, Mellish Reef). 90. 3CEGD, Annoban, 1989 by LABPV. (20 mins.)
VKOZR, Expedition of 1978, {plus Ogasawara, 1878). . p A Y ) :

i 91. IABIKM & HVANAG. (30 mins.)
Frankford Radio Club ARRL phone parody, (plus JHTYFL WW CW)}. " e TE .
JFAISTAJ, Expedition 1o Okino Torishima of 1979, (25 mins.). 92. Ha410, Sauth Pacific DX-pediton, Ly DL710 ex DL7VTM. {46 mins,)

Ausiralian travelogue, Climbing Big Ben, Heard ksland. (55 mins.). 93. The Congo, TNAU & TNZM, 1995, by DL7IO ex DLTVTM (40 mins.}

Ham Radio In The South Cook ., by ZK1CA & ZKACT. (70 mins.) 94 3VEBB, 1994 (17 mins.} . . . o _
VRE by ZL1AMO & ZL1ADI, copy of ehove sldes by Jim(_Hurl, W e Collage & WAVWA, gg: %"Il?,'f:nfaﬁ;’g;'gxﬁﬁ i:m‘uﬁfagfg;ﬁag;?'ﬁﬁ’g‘gg‘f :;(g‘ﬁ'n:f)‘“‘:y 95. (43 tins.)
Looking Up In Rio Linda, 1986, by WBGO/KEHHD. {45 mins.). 97. World Radiosport Team Championship, 1995 (23 mins.)

10- Revilla Gigedo, XPADX, of 1987, Peoduced by WABMAZ. (15 mins.). 08, VK@IR Haard Island 1997, by Peter Casier ONBTT (51 mins.)

11 Narlh Texas_ Conlest Club, lowers and contesters, by KSTCK. (45 ’T""S')' 99. Bell Lab’s video. “Similarities in Wave Behavior” (27 mins.}

12 Ii_SlarIed With A Broken Fence - JH3DPB's Tall Tm_ver Tale. (15 mlns.)._ 100. “Eric Edberg, W0U Mermorial Pacific DXpedilion” by WA4FFW

13. Pile-Up Buslers, by W8TN, ABS1 & NOFVG. (10 mina. & usually sent wilh #12). 101. Legends of Amateur Radio - WEEA, WEHX & K60, - Soutkern Califrnia

14 FGIWZQMIF_S, French St Marin, DXing Senior Style - Another wrinkle to DXII’]Q. DX Club (42 mins.)

12 .}.ﬁf&%ﬁag:eﬁ's?;;?;’; U%g\:mﬂt"? 1983 VK@HI from TV. (shout 60 mins. ) 102. DXpedition to the Spratlys - 1996 - Stide show on video (30 mins.)

17. HK@TU DXped of 1683, Malpr:Io. {25 mins. with audio tape translation by KESMZC). 103, HA0AA, The Temotu DRpedition - April 1598 - (10 mins.)

18. The Ship That Shouldrt Have - VKBS Heard Is. DXpediion. (30 mins.). 13;' gﬁggf'csﬂ'tbiﬁj:;a1?339'“;' Kffﬁg?&"{,‘ﬁ;,’s )
19, The New Waorld OF Amateur Radio, {28 mins.) g : Lamp ' ¥ -

LoNmNAELN

20. SEIRASD, The Western Sahara Story, 1987, by the Lynx Group. (37 mins.). 106, FO@AAA, Clipperton Island, 2000 by 8V1YC {60 minutes)

21. Auckland Is,, 1988, by ZL1AMO, ZL1BQD, N7NG. (60 mins.). 107. Ab2A, Bhutan 2000, Written & Filmed by James Brooks, 9V1YC (63 mins.}
22. r. Owen Garriof's first talk to hams about the Space Shutlle. 108. XZ0A, Union of Myanmar, 2000 DXpedition, Gentral Arizona DX Association
23. Russian Ham Radio FTour by WABWXD, Oct. 1986. {45 mins.). (35 mins.)

24. 3Y DXpedilion, 1987, capy of slides by Jim Hurt, Wesl GA College & WAVWA. {40 mins.).|




2002 Contribution

The Northern California DX Foundation relies heavily upon the generosity of its members

to fund various projects. We urge cach member to consider making an annual contribution

of 50 U.S. or its equivalent in foreign currency. However, we do not wish to exclude

anyone from the Foundation for financial reasons. If $50 is not within your budget, then

please give what other amount you can. Naturally, we welcome contributions in excess of $50! The NCDXEF is an organization

described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and all contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted
by law for U. 8. taxpayers.

[ |New member [] Renewal

Name; Callsign:
Total enclosed or charged
Address: Contribution: $250 [] (contribution plus supplies)
$100
$50 [
e-mail: Other [
Are your name, address and callsign on the Newsletter mailing label correct? [IYes [INo

Use the envelope supplied with the Newsletter to send this form along with your contribution. 1fthe envelope is missing, send
contribution to:
Northern California DX Foundation

P.O. Box 1328
Los Altes, CA 94023-1328, USA Please charge my: LIVISA [ MASTERCARD []My Check is enclosed
Expiration Date: Card Number:
quantity
Please also send me the following Foundation supplies: NCDXF Pin - $6.00 ca.
Roll of NCDXF Labels  $6.00 ea.
Signature: NCDXF Rubber Stamp $6.00ea.

(for charges only)
Please use this form or a copy when sending a contribution or ordering supplies

Northern‘ California DX Foundation
P.O. Box 1328
Los Altos, CA 94023-1328, USA

Return Service Requested

WeOTC - 3H6/2002

M. Glenn Vinson, Jr.

36 Presidio Terrace

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94118
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